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UnitSevenShowingLogicalRelationshipswithTiansitionWords

a paragraph from a reference text:

weather systems change as they travel over Earth because they contact different

surfaces and encountei different weather systems. Their atmospheric components

are related, and components change as systems form and dissipate over time' For

example, a System that forms over a tropical ocean, such as a hurricane, changes

rapidly by losing temperature and wind speed as it moves over relatively cold' upper-

latitude landmaSseS. The National Geographic Society'

The Nationat Geographic Desk Reference

Because transition lvords clo not join two Sentences, we have to be aware of the correct

ways to use them. We have t.'vo choices:

1) we can join rr,vo logically related sentences with a semicolon (;) and show the

logical relationship with a transition word:

Many parents and educators are concerned about childhood obesity; therefore'

somepublicschooldistrictshavebannedthesaleofsodasonschoolgrounds.

The semicoion joins the two sentences, and the transition word therefore shows the

logical relationship between them. Generally, we use this pattern rvhen we are showing the

logical relationship between trvo sentences'

z) we can separare the logically reiated sentences with a period and show the logi-

cai relationship lvith a transition word:

Manyparentsandeducatorsareconcernedaboutchildhoodobesity'Besides
promoting good exercise habits in children, these adults hope to encourage

goodnutritionathomeandatschool.Therefore,theywantpublicschool
districtstobanthesaleofhigh-caloriesodasonschoolgrounds.

The transition r.vord thereforeshows the logical relationship hetween the first two sen-

tences and the last sentence. Generally we use i-ti, pur,"rr-t u'hen we are showing the logical

relationship betrveen two idea units'
On the follo*l.rgfrfi==_=-, yo,-ilhee a chart listing the transition words used most often'

you can refer to rhis ch;rr as you compiete the exercises in this unit.
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unit seven Showing Logical Relationships with Tiansition'w'ords

Some people oppose stem cell research if it involves embryonic stem cells that come

f.o- f"nllir"d "ig, donated by patients in fertility clinics. These opponents believe

that fertilized eggs are already human life' ' scientists can sidestep

rhe controversy sLtrrounding the r-rse of fe.tilired eggs by creating embryonic stem cells

,h.o.,gh merging r,rnfertilizJ eggs with other body cells' such as skin ce1ls'

Once Ma,leline decided rhat she needed to lose weight, she began to make a plan

becar_rse she knew that she wouldn't naturally change her junk'food or couch-potato

habits. She knew that gror-rp support would help keep her on track'

she enrolled in a fitness club and joined \Yy'eight Watchers'
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Unit Seven Showing Logical Relationships with Tiansition Words

They could have spent the day arguing about where to go, but they didn't want to
waste time.
They decided to comPromise.

6. They r,venr ro the Muser-rm of Jurassic Technology in the morning and to the

California Heritage Museum in the afternoon'
They didn't have time to tour Universal Str-rclios'

7. As Melissa roured the Museum of Jr-rrassic Technology, she learned a lot about

the behavior of seed gatherers.
Sl-re learneci that they preserve seeds of indigenor-rs plants'

8. While Robert rvalked through the California Heritage Muser'tm, he discovered many

California potters he had never heard of'
He sa'"v pottery from the Arts and Crafts movelnent'

g. \X/hen they rerurned to San Francisco, Melissa started plannrng another trip'
Robert started visiting tl-re klcal rluseums'

10. Since their- trip u,as so successful, next year they're going tcl the Metropolitan Museum

in New York.
They might go to the Art Institute of Chicago'
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