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Unit Seven

Showing Logical
Relationships with
Transition Words

In addition to the two categories of joining words you've studied—coordinators and
subordinators—we have another category of words that show logical relationships
between ideas—transition words, such as however and therefore. Unlike coordinators
and subordinators, transition words do not join sentences.

To see how writers use transition words, you can skim through published writing,
looking for transition words. But you'll discover that they are hard to find because writers use
them sparingly, mainly to show relationships or make connections between idea units, or sets
of ideas, while using coordinators and subordinators more frequently to join sentences.

Using Transition Words Effectively

Here are some examples of transition words used effectively in published writing:

1. an excerpt about the navigational abilities of birds:

Columbus made his first landfall in America by altering course to the southwest when
he observed huge flights of land birds heading in that direction, while the discovery of
Brazil may also be due to the navigator Pedro Cabral taking advantage of bird flights
as natural pilotage. Thus, in our long history of exploration and discovery, we have
often been glad to use the built-in skills and navigational instincts of animals, them-
selves also a long way from home. Peter Evans, Ourselves and Other Animals

2. aparagraph from a composition textbook:

A common image of the United States is the rather convivial melting pot of immi-
grants. If this country were a melting pot, it would be the case that all who arrived and
remained here mixed together easily into a diverse new whole. However, a thoughtful
examination of the many waves of immigrants, their relationships with one another,
and the impact of immigrants on the native population of America shows that the
mixing has been anything but easy. Judith Stanford, Now and Then

3. an excerpt from a paragraph about friendships between animals:

Lucy, a chimpanzee reared by humans, was given a kitten to allay her loneliness. The
first time she saw the little cat, her hair stood on end. Barking, she grabbed it, flung it
to the ground, hitting out and trying to bite it. Their second encounter was similar, but
at their third meeting she was calmer. As she wandered about, the kitten followed her,
and after half an hour Lucy picked it up, kissed it and hugged it, marking a complete
change of attitude. Subsequently she groomed and cradled the kitten, carried it con-
stantly, made nests for it and guarded it from humans.
Jeffrey Moussaieff Masson and Susan McCarthy
When Elephants Weep: The Emotional Lives of Animals
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4.  aparagraph from a reference text:

Weather systems change as they travel over Earth because they contact different
surfaces and encounter different weather systems. Their atmospheric components
are related, and components change as systems form and dissipate over time. For
example, a system that forms over a tropical ocean, such as a hurricane, changes
rapidly by losing temperature and wind speed as it moves over relatively cold, upper-
latitude landmasses. The National Geographic Society,

The National Geographic Desk Reference

Using Transition Words Correctly

Because transition words do not join two sentences, we have to be aware of the correct
ways to use them. We have two choices:

1) We can join two logically related sentences with a semicolon (;) and show the
logical relationship with a transition word:

Many parents and educators are concerned about childhood obesity; therefore,
some public school districts have banned the sale of sodas on school grounds.

The semicolon joins the two sentences, and the transition word therefore shows the
logical relationship between them. Generally, we use this pattern when we are showing the
logical relationship between two sentences.

2)  We can separate the logically related sentences with a period and show the logi-
cal relationship with a transition word:

Many parents and educators are concerned about childhood obesity. Besides
promoting good exercise habits in children, these adults hope to encourage
good nutrition at home and at school. Therefore, they want public school
districts to ban the sale of high-calorie sodas on school grounds.

The transition word therefore shows the logical relationship between the first two sen-
tences and the last sentence. Generally we use this pattern when we are showing the logical
relationship between two idea units.

On the following page, you'll see a chart listing the transition words used most often.
You can refer to this chart as you complete the exercises in this unit.
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Showing Logical Relationships with Transition Words

Logical Relationship Transition Words

Addition also, moreover
in addition
furthermore
besides

Cause/Effect therefore
thus
as a result
hence
consequently

Comparison similarly
likewise

Contrast however
nevertheless
nonetheless
on the other hand
on the contrary

Alternative instead, rather
on the other hand

Condition otherwise
Time then
next
afterwards

subsequently

first, second, third . . .
finally

meanwhile

in the meantime

General to Specific for example
for instance

Restatement in other words
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Exercise One  Making Connections

In this exercise, read the entire passage and then decide what transition word would

effectively show the logical connection between the idea units. Write the transition word
you select in the blank space.

EXAMPLE:  Many American public school districts have banned the sale of sodas
on school grounds because they are concerned about the growing
epidemic of childhood obesity. But some parents and educators claim
that a ban on soda sales alone won’t be effective because children will
still buy sodas, or other beverages or snacks with high-sugar content,
off campus. , they propose that schools provide students
with more opportunities for exercise and more information about
nutrition during school hours.

SOLUTION: The last sentence in the above passage expresses an effect of the
opinion expressed in the previous sentence, so any transition word
showing a cause/effect connection—therefore, thus, as a result,
consequently, or hence —would work. Instead is also possible because
it shows that the parents’ and educators’ proposal is an alternative to
the school districts’ ban on soda sales.

Whenever I clean my car, I have to spend a lot of time removing junk that has accu-
mulated beneath the seats and in the trunk before I can vacuum the interior and clean
the leather, plastic, and metal parts. , I wash and dry the exterior and
congratulate myself for a job well done.

Some students and teachers are concerned about the discussion of controversial issues
in the classroom. Some students fear that they will be graded on whether or not they
agree with the teacher’s viewpoints, or they are afraid to express a minority opinion
or an opinion that isn’t politically correct. , some teachers are con-
cerned that a student may feel uncomfortable if the classroom discussion turns to a
topic that is taboo in a student’s culture or religious group. Others worry that the class
will go off track and they won’t get around to covering the course material.

Since [ have several siblings and only one television, we often battle about which TV
program to watch. Sometimes we take a vote, and the majority gets to enjoy the show
of their choice. , the losers wait impatiently until the program is
over, often interrupting to criticize the show.
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Some people oppose stem cell research if it involves embryonic stem cells that come
from fertilized eggs donated by patients in fertility clinics. These opponents believe
that fertilized eggs are already human life. , scientists can sidestep
the controversy surrounding the use of fertilized eggs by creating embryonic stem cells
through merging unfertilized eggs with other body cells, such as skin cells.

Once Madeline decided that she needed to lose weight, she began to make a plan
because she knew that she wouldn’t naturally change her junk-food or couch-potato
habits. She knew that group support would help keep her on track. ,
she enrolled in a fitness club and joined Weight Watchers.
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Exercise Two  Touring Museums

In the following exercise, you will show logical relationships between sentences using
transition words. Decide how the two ideas are logically related; then, choose a transition
word to show the logical relationship. Join the two sentences with a semicolon and the
transition word.

ExAMPLE:  After he finishes his college education, Robert hopes to become an art
appraiser. He’s majoring in art history and minoring in business.

SOLUTION: After he finishes his college education, Robert hopes to become an
art appraiser; therefore, he’s majoring in art history and minoring in
business.

1. As they planned their vacation together, Melissa and Robert knew that they wanted
to escape the foggy San Francisco summer and visit museums.
They decided on a weekend trip to sunny Los Angeles.

2. After they bought plane tickets on the Internet, they flew from San Francisco to the
Los Angeles Airport, rented a compact car, and drove to West LA.
They checked into a motel and went for a swim.

3. After they swam for an hour, they decided over lunch to spend one day visiting
museums.
They wanted to spend one day at the beach and another day at Universal Studios.

wil

4. Melissa wanted to go to the Museum of Jurassic Technology to study the
seed-gathering behavior of mobile home dwellers because she wanted to expand
her knowledge.

Robert wanted to go to the California Heritage Museum to see California pottery.
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They could have spent the day arguing about where to go, but they didn’t want to
waste time.
They decided to compromise.

They went to the Museum of Jurassic Technology in the morning and to the
California Heritage Museum in the afternoon.
They didn’t have time to tour Universal Studios.

As Melissa toured the Museum of Jurassic Technology, she learned a lot about
the behavior of seed gatherers.
She learned that they preserve seeds of indigenous plants.

While Robert walked through the California Heritage Museum, he discovered many
California potters he had never heard of.
He saw pottery from the Arts and Crafts movement.

When they returned to San Francisco, Melissa started planning another trip.
Robert started visiting the local museums.

Since their trip was so successful, next year they’re going to the Metropolitan Museum
in New York.
They might go to the Art Institute of Chicago.
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Exercise Three  Smooth Traveling

While it’s important to know how to use transition words correctly, it’s also impor-

tant to know when to use them effectively to keep our writing fluent. Read the paragraph
below aloud, making sure to pause when you come to a period:

| have always enjoyed traveling. Therefore, | do it as often as | can. For example,
every summer | get away, preferably to another country either in South America or in
Europe. However, | don’t always get a chance to leave this country. Sometimes | don’t
have enough money. Furthermore, | am sometimes too busy to take off a month or
two to travel. Nevertheless, | usually do everything | can to get away. For example, |
will work 55-hour weeks, spend nothing on myself, and go without luxuries such as
a car or dining out, just to save enough money for my trips. In addition, | even try to
survive on peanut butter sandwiches or baked potatoes to save money for my plane
tickets.

What is the problem with this paragraph? What do you hear?

Here’s the same paragraph, but now without the transition words.

| have always enjoyed traveling. | do it as often as | can. Every summer | get
away, preferably to another country either in South America or in Europe. | don’t al-
ways get a chance to leave this country. Sometimes | don’t have enough money. | am
sometimes too busy to take off a month or two to travel. | usually do everything | can
to get away. | work 55-hour weeks, spend nothing on myself, and go without luxu-
ries such as a car or dining out, just to save enough money for my trips. | even try to
survive on peanut butter sandwiches or baked potatoes to save money for my plane
tickets.

What is the problem with this paragraph? What do you hear now?

In this exercise, rewrite the above paragraph, using coordinators and subordinators to

join logically-related sentences. s there a place where a transition word would be
effective? If you need more space, you can continue writing on the back of this page.

SumMARY: Transition words can be effective ways to show logical connections between

ideas—to make transitions clear for readers. But it’s important to use them
effectively and correctly, to make sure that they don’t take over your writing.
Aim to use transition words to show logical relationships between sets of
ideas, and use a variety of coordinators and subordinators to show logical
connections between sentences or parts of sentences.




