
College of San Mateo 
Safety Committee Meeting 

Agenda 

Thursday, November 17, 2022 
2:00 PM – 3:30 PM 

ZOOM Meeting link:  
https://smccd.zoom.us/j/82805419234?pwd=SFJsdFBoWm5qUmdSemJ2VUVPOXJWZz09 

Meeting ID: 828 0541 9234 

Passcode: 394614 
Item 

# 
Item Lead (s) Attachments Time Action 

1.  Review and Approve Agenda Anthony Djedi None 2 Min. Action 

2.  Review and Approve: 

• August 25, 2022 Meeting Minutes

• September 22, 2022 Meeting Minutes

• October 27, 2022 Meeting Minutes

Anthony Djedi Attached 10 Min. Action 

3.  Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items Committee 
Members & 

Guests 

None 5-10 Min. Information 

4.  Reports and Updates: 

• District Health and Safety

• Wellness Center Services

Ray Hernandez 
Dr. Jennifer Yang 

None 15 Min. Information 

5.  Changes to Safety Committee Bylaws: 

• Addition of a Co-Chair

• Increase number of Faculty Representation

Anthony Djedi Attached 10 Min. Discussion 

6. Preliminary Agenda Items for December 15, 2022 
Meeting 

All None 5 Min. Share 

7.  Round Table:  Open for health and safety campus 
related questions, comments and/or concerns 

All None 5 Min. Share 

8.  Adjourn Anthony Djedi None 1 Min. Action 

The Campus Safety Committee meeting schedule for FY 2022-23 is as follows: 

2022 2023 

Thursday, July 28 Thursday, January 26 

Thursday, August 25 Thursday, February 23 

Thursday, September 22 Thursday, March 23 

Thursday, October 27 Thursday, April 27 

Thursday, November 17* Thursday, May 25 

Thursday, December 15* Thursday, June 22 
*Moved to the 3rd Thursday due to a holiday.
CSM Safety Committee Website:  https://collegeofsanmateo.edu/emergency/safetycommittee.asp

https://smccd.zoom.us/j/82805419234?pwd=SFJsdFBoWm5qUmdSemJ2VUVPOXJWZz09
https://collegeofsanmateo.edu/emergency/safetycommittee.asp


College of San Mateo 

Safety Committee Meeting Summary 

Thursday, August 25 2:00 PM – 3:30 PM 

Members Present: Anthony Djedi, Ben Zara Minkin, David Lau, Gloria D’Ambra Jesenia Diaz, Rob Dean, Robert Gutierrez and 
Viji Raman.  

Staff: Luz Román-Amaro 

Guests present: see enclosed list. 

Anthony called the meeting to order at 2:06PM. 

Review and Approve Agenda 

The CSM Safety Committee members present approved the agenda as presented with no request for changes or 
modifications. 

Review and Approve May 12, 2022 Meeting Minutes 

The Committee reviewed the minutes from the July 28, 2022 meeting. The Committee Members present approved the 
minutes as presented. 

Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items 

Anthony commended Ben Zara and Vince Garcia for their work with the Campus Alert System. 

David Lau communicated that as we moved into the green community alert level, a considerable number of students 
received the campus email announcement, but there were a number of students in the classroom that were not aware that 
the mask wearing mandate had changed to optional. He recommended that if we are going to be changing the mask wearing 
requirement back and forth based on the Covid community coding level, we need to make sure that the information is 
cleared.      

Viji Raman communicated that since there are more in-person classes there has been some concern from staff about 
students parking in the staff parking lots.  She asked is there is a way to make sure that students only park in the student 
parking and not in the faculty and staff parking lots. 

Rod Dean responded that the issue at hand is identifying vehicles. He added that without a parking permit, they cannot 
differentiate between student and faculty or staff. If the parking permits are reinstated they will be able to implement 
parking restrictions.  

Jesenia Diaz circled back to the mask wearing and communication to students. She communicated that she is registered in 
the alert system as a student and as a faculty member. However, she did not receive a communication about the change in 
the mask wearing policy.  

Ray Hernandez responded that when there is a change the district will put out a districtwide communication to students and 
employees. The Public Information Officer (PIO) will include the information in any college level communication and in the 
weekly campus communications.  

No more comments or were questions were added on this item. 



 

 

 

 
 
District Health and Safety Report 
 
Ray communicated that there were a few items that he wanted to focus on: 
 

• Covid-19 landscape- as we started classes the community level changed from a high-transmission level (orange) to a 
low-transmission level (green). Our mask policy requires mask wearing at the yellow or orange level and is 
recommended for the green level. The community level is updated every Thursday and the email communication 
goes out the following Monday.  

• Guidance and Isolation – Ray reviewed the Guidance and Isolation from the State on tracing and shared the link 
below. He also communicated that no more tracing is mandated or recommended for community settings, but it still 
recommended for high risk settings. 

 
Link shared: https://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Guidance-on-isolation-and-Quarantine-for-
COVID-19-Contact-Tracing.aspx 
 
Ray asked Janis Wisherop and Dr. Yang if have seen any changes in the regarding contact tracing and investigation for high 
risk settings.  
Janis responded that no she has not heard about any changes regarding contract tracing.  
 
Dr. Yang responded that she has not heard about any changes for healthcare settings, but in her area, they are still wearing 
masks and are asking the people who visit them to wear masks.  
 
Ray reminded the committee and staff present that they are moving from a high-level contact tracing to guidance. The focus 
is to help people understand their risk level and what can they do regarding vaccination and when they visit a high-risk area.  
 
Link shared: https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/mm7133e1.htm?s_cid=mm7133e1_w 
 

• Changes on our Return to Campus Website – Ray informed about changes on our Return to Campus website, 
specifically in the section about symptoms, Covid positive and exposures, which are now guidance. If you report a 
covid-19 positive result, the information is recorded and people are given their isolation directives, but there is no 
more tracing. We are moving to an illness protocol similar to the flu. He recommended that we print a copy of the 
Covid-19 Symptomatic or Exposure Procedure (decision tree) that is link on the “Report Covid-19 Positive Result” tab.  

 
Link shared: https://smccd.edu/return-to-campus/ 

• PCR Tests – If you are symptomatic and the home rapid tests is negative, do a PCR test.  

• Notification – Notify individuals who are considered close contact exposure. People are in their most contagious state 
48 hours prior presenting symptoms OR testing.  

• Pop Up Clinics – There will be giving vaccinations for five years and up. The next clinic for vaccinations and boosters 
will be on Wednesday, September 7, 2022 from 12PM-4PM at the CSM Campus. 

• Covid testing – there are two testing options; thru San Mateo County Health and through the third-party vendor. The 
on-campus testing is very low, but they will continue the testing. 

 
Rod Dean asked if the new Pfizer booster will be mandated.  
 
Ray responded that Pfizer has not received an approval yet for the new booster. There is going to be a push for the booster 
and the flu shot this fall. However, we are following the CDC guidelines which do not required a third-booster shot. The 
chancellor is getting a task force to evaluate our immunization guidelines. 
  
 
No more feedback, questions or comment were added on this item. 
 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Guidance-on-isolation-and-Quarantine-for-COVID-19-Contact-Tracing.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Guidance-on-isolation-and-Quarantine-for-COVID-19-Contact-Tracing.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/mm7133e1.htm?s_cid=mm7133e1_w
https://smccd.edu/return-to-campus/


 

 

 

Facilities Update 
Robert Gutierrez provided updates on a few items: 
 

• Mask Guidelines Signage -Robert communicated that the mask guidelines signage has been updated with the QR 
code. This new signage format is more efficient and sustainable.  

 
Link to COVID Community Level coding system, face covering requirements tab: https://smccd.edu/return-to-
campus/employees.php 
 

• Parking Lots Signage - Robert indicated that the parking lots signs also have been completed and are working very 
well. The last part on the project will be to update the directional signage. There is not a specific completion date for 
this part of the project. 

 

• Campus Directories – The campus directories have been updated and tested. They will be evaluated throughout the 
semester. 

 

• Water Tank Project – They experienced some delays due to some issues with the integrity of the tank. The issues 
were mitigated and they are back on track. No more road closures are planned, but they might be some traffic 
interruptions when the old tank is torn down and the debris is hauled away. Construction Notices will be sent out. 

 

• Parking Lot M Stairs – the stairs are finally being replaced. There were some delays due to the labor shortages related 
to pouring concrete.  

 
No comments, questions or feedback were offered on this item. 
 
Changes to Safety Committee Bylaws 
 
Ben Zara communicated that the first three-day Building Captain training was conducted a few weeks ago. It was open to 
staff from all three colleges but the training was focused on emergency procedures for the District Office.  The next Building 
Captain training will be at the College of San Mateo from September 27-29, 2022. These are three-full day trainings: the first 
day is instruction based. The second day is CPR, First Aid and AED. Participants will receive a First Aid & CPR card on the 
training. The third day will be skills-based training. If you cannot make this training, you can attend the one at Cañada. 
This training will be offered only to the current and new Build Captains registered.  
 
Ben Zara also communicated that the emergency action plan on Safety Shutdown procedures for ITS has been completed. 
The Emergency Action (EAP) is required by Cal/OSHA. The difference between the Emergency preparedness plan and the 
Emergency Action Plan, is that the EAP is College and District specific regarding emergency procedures. Hard copies of the 
EAP will be distributed to department heads and there will be a link on the Public Safety website.  
 
Robert commented that he attended the Building Captain training at the District. He added that the training was well 
prepared and encouraged everybody to participate.  
 
Janis Wisherop asked in the chat who is the specific building captain for Building 5.  
 
Ben Zara responded that they don’t have a building captain assigned to each building on Campus. Cal/OSHA requires a 
building captain per 20 occupants in each building. In order to meet this requirement, they are planning to have a mandate 
for managers and above. At the moment, they are focusing in having the building captains trained. All emergency procedures 
and protocols will be in the Building Captain Handbook.  
 
Janis commented that she has the hard hat and emergency back pack that belong to the previous manager, but she is not 
sure about what to do in an emergency.  
 
Ben Zara responded that the issue of the number of building captains needed is being addressed and he will provide 

https://smccd.edu/return-to-campus/employees.php
https://smccd.edu/return-to-campus/employees.php


 

 

 

responses once he received the guidelines from the Executive Leadership. 
 
Jesenia Diaz asked if anyone can take the training without committing to be a building captain. 
 
Ben Zara responded that at this they will be offered only to the people that have the responsibility of being a Building 
Captain.  
 
Ben Zara provided information on what’s coming: 

• Building Captains will receive their handbooks at the September’s training 

• Districtwide Standardization of the emergency lifesaving tools: the bleeding controls are being distributed, old AEDs 
are being replaced with the new ones and the first aid kits are being standardized.  

 
Viji asked in the chat if the building captain that have radios need to bring them to the training. 
 
Ben Zara responded that the old radios need to be brought fully charge and with the charger. At the training, people will also 
receive Narcan, triage tags and the bleeding control kit. 

• CPR Class – there will be a CPR class on each campus every semester. The CPR class at CSM will be in building 10, 4th 
Floor, Room 468 (College Heights). 

 
No further questions or comments were added on this item. 
  
 
September 22, 2022 Meeting, Preliminary Agenda Items: 
 

• Changes to the Safety Committee Bylaws 
 

David Lau reminded people that one of the changes is to have a co-chair following the model of the Finance Committee of 
one Administrator Chair and one Faculty Chair. The other change is to have more faculty representation. 
 
There were no other preliminary agenda items added at this time. 
 
Meeting adjourn at 3:12PM. 
 
Attendees (alpha order by first name): 
 

Anthony Djedi Heidi Pereira Vince Garcia 
Ben ‘Zara Minkin Janis Wisherop Ray Hernandez 

David Lau Jesenia Diaz Rob Dean 

Dr. Jennifer Yang Luz Roman-Amaro Robert Gutierrez 

Gloria D’Ambra Viji Raman Yung Nguyen 

 



 

 

 

College of San Mateo 
 

Safety Committee Meeting Summary 
 

Thursday, September 22, 2:00 PM – 3:30 PM 
 
Members Present: Brian Tupper, Anthony Djedi, David Lau, Gloria D’Ambra, Jesenia Diaz and Robert Gutierrez.  
 
Staff: Luz Román-Amaro 
 
Guests present: see enclosed list. 
 
Anthony called the meeting to order at 2:06PM. 
 
Review and Approve Agenda 
 
The CSM Safety Committee members present approved the agenda as presented with no request for changes or 
modifications. 
 
Review and Approve August 25, 2022 Meeting Minutes 
 
The approval of the August 25, 2022 Meeting Minutes was postponed to the next Safety Committee meeting on September 
22, 2025 due to the lack of quorum.  
 
Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items 
 
Anthony Djedi informed committee members that he will be recruiting more members for the Safety Committee at the next 
IPC meeting in October.  
 
Reports and Updates 
 
 
District Health Report 
 
Ray Hernandez communicated that according to the CDC Covid data tracker the number of cases and the severity of the 
disease have gone down in the past month. In addition, no new Covid variants have been reported. This confirms that the 
combination of vaccination and covid protocols is working.  
 
The next pop-up clinic will be on October12 from 12PM-4PM. The Pfizer, Moderna and Johnson & Johnson vaccines will be 
available as well the Bivalent booster. 
 
Dr. Yang encouraged everyone present to get the Bivalent COVID-19 Booster. Dr. Yang mentioned that there will be a Health 
Fair at the end of October. Details will be forthcoming.  
 
Dr. Yang communicated that she wrote an article in the Bulldog Bulletin regarding Monkeypox. She also mentioned that if 
anyone interest in getting accurate information about monkeypox, they can visit the Health Center and pick up a copy of the 
factsheet published by the California Department of Health.  
 
Ray Hernandez shared the link to the monkeypox response page from San Mateo County Health:  
 
https://www.smchealth.org/monkeypox-response 
 
Ray communicated that covid protocols have been modified to reflect the following changes: 

https://www.smchealth.org/monkeypox-response
https://www.smchealth.org/monkeypox-response


 

 

 

• Investigative contact Tracing has been discontinued 

• Surveillance testing for differentiation between vaccinated and unvaccinated has also ceased 

• The indoor mask mandate has ended. 
 
However, the SMCCD health centers are considered high risk areas and will continue with the mask requirement.  
Ray recommended everyone to visit the return to campus webpage for the most update covid protocols and guidance: 
https://smccd.edu/return-to-campus/ 
 
The District’s current vaccination policy requires students to submit proof of vaccination or request an exception in order to 
register and attend classes in person. The Chancellor has identified a task force to review the vaccination policy and make 
recommendations by October 15.  
 
Anthony asked Dr. Yang if the article that she wrote has been published. She indicated that it was coming out soon.  
 
Anthony asked Luz to include the link to the article: 
 
https://collegeofsanmateo.edu/gwamail/bulldogbulletin/2022-09-21_bb_timely_snapshot.html 
 
Facilities Update 
Robert Gutierrez provided the following facilities updates: 

• The construction of the stairs between Lot M and Building 12 is almost complete. 

• The construction fencing area for Building 36 in Lot M- an area of Lot M has been fenced off while they working on 
the cooling systems of Building 36. Once that project is completed, the opposite end of Lot M will be fenced off for 
the Building 19 project.  

• The demolition of CSM’s old water tank- the demolition is almost complete. The debris will be hauled away in the 
next couple of weeks.  

 
No questions, feedback or comments were added on this item. 
 
Emergency Preparedness 
 
CSM’s Building Captain Training 
Vince Garcia communicated that CSM’s Building Captain training has been moved to December.  
 
Lockdown Drill: Run, Hide & Fight Presentation 
 
Vince communicated that the Office of Emergency Management will be conducting Lockdown drills throughout the semester. 
As a preparation for the drills he presented the Lockdown Drill: Run, Hide & Fight video. The video is posted on the resources 
section of the emergency preparedness page: https://smccd.edu/publicsafety/emergencypreparedness.php 
 

Jesenia Diaz asked if students will be required to watch the video or is it only for staff and faculty.  
 
Vince responded that they are planning to students to watch the video. They are planning to show the video to students 
every semester.   
 
No comments, questions or feedback were offered on this item. 
 
Changes to Safety Committee Bylaws 
 
Anthony recommended to move this action item to the next Safety Committee meeting in October.  
 
No further questions or comments were added on this item. 
  

https://smccd.edu/return-to-campus/
https://collegeofsanmateo.edu/gwamail/bulldogbulletin/2022-09-21_bb_timely_snapshot.html
https://smccd.edu/publicsafety/emergencypreparedness.php


 

 

 

Preliminary Agenda Items for October 27, 2022: 
 
Changes to Safety Committee Bylaws: 

• Addition of a Co-Chair 

• Increase number of Faculty Representation 
 
There were no additional preliminary agenda items added at this time. 
 
Round Table 
 
Dr. Yang asked if anyone has attended the Building Captain training and if the use of Narcan and how to obtain need is 
included in the training.  
 
Vince Garcia responded that the use of Narcan is covered in the training, but Narcan is only given to the trained building 
captains and public safety officers.  
 
Dr. Yang asked what happens if a student finds a friend unresponsive in the parking lot.  
 
Vince responded that they should call Public Safety dispatch and the dispatch will contact 911. If they are using their cell 
phones to call 911, the county will contact PS dispatch to let them know that there is an emergency on campus. Students can 
also dial 7000 on a campus phone to reach Public Safety dispatch.   
 
No more comments were added on this item.  
 
Meeting adjourn at 2:44PM. 
 
Attendees (alpha order by first name): 
 

Anthony Djedi Jesenia Diaz Robert Gutierrez 

David Lau Luz Roman-Amaro Yung Nguyen 

Dr. Jennifer Yang Vince Garcia  

Gloria D’Ambra Ray Hernandez  

 



College of San Mateo 

Safety Committee Meeting Summary 

Thursday, October 27, 2:00 PM – 2:30 PM 

Members Present: Ben Zara Minkin, Brian Tupper, Gloria D’Ambra, Jesenia Diaz, Rob Dean and Robert Gutierrez. 

Staff: Luz Román-Amaro 

Guests present: see enclosed list. 

Carla Grandy called the meeting to order at 2:03PM. 

Welcome and Introduction 
Carla Grandy welcomed the committee members and guest present. 

Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items 
There were no public comments on non-agenda items. 

Reports and Updates 

Facilities 
Robert Gutierrez provided two updates: 

• New Stairs project (between Lot M and Building 12) - will be completed next week.

• New Water Tank project- there was work completed over the weekend to get the new tank fully online. Any 
remaining work to be done will not impact campus operations.

Earthquake Drill 
Ben Zara communicated that last week they held the Great Shake Out Drill. The purpose of the drill is to identify 
vulnerabilities during an earthquake. The drill was divided in two parts; first part was the Drop, Cover and Hold and the 
second part was the evacuation (post drop, cover and hold). In addition, the Drill at Skyline Drill was planned in conjunction 
with the Building Captain training.  

Ben Zara explained that the following gaps were identified after the drill: 

• The Skyline drill alerts did not work properly due to a delay with the phones causing the evacuation alert to go out
before the Drop, Cover and Hold notification.

• Various EAS speakers have been identified as non-functional, low volume or broken communication.

• Multiple Buildings on CSM and Cañada were not able to evacuate.

On a positive note, all the Skyline building captains had the opportunity to put in practice the radio training. 

Brian Tupper reported that overall the participation at the three campuses was excellent. There were also some EAS issues at 
Cañada, while at CSM some people started evacuating with the first alert.  

Ben Zara explained that during a real earthquake there are not going to send out a drop, cover and hold alert. However, they 
will be sending an evacuation alert as soon as the shaking has stopped.  

Rob Dean communicated that at Cañada the evacuation went fine, but the radio traffic was difficult. 



 

 

 

Carla Grandy asked if the people that were evacuating prematurely were whole classes or individuals. 
 
Brian responded that it was a combination of both. He added that Public Safety will be working with the marketing and 
communications team to send a clear message and educate the people on the three campuses before the next drill. 
 
No further comments, questions or feedback were added on this item.  
 
District Health & Safety 
 
Carla Grandy communicated that the vaccination policy was suspended by the board last night. The decision was made after 
a Task Force met and reviewed the vaccination rates in the County and recommended to the board of trustees to suspend 
the vaccination policy.  
 
Ray Hernandez was not able to attend the meeting, but sent a report to be shared with the committee. This report will be 
added to the minutes.  
 
No comments, questions or feedback were offered on this item. 
 
Preliminary Agenda Items for November 17, 2022: 
 
There were no preliminary agenda items added for November 17, 2022. 
 
 
Meeting adjourn at 2:26PM. 
 
Attendees (alpha order by first name): 
 

Ben'Zara Minkin Luz Roman-Amaro 

Brian Tupper Rob Dean 

Carla Grandy Robert Gutierrez 

Dr. Jennifer Yang Viji Raman 

Gloria D'Ambra Vince Garcia 

Janis Wisherop Yung Nguyen 

Jesenia Diaz  

 



From: Hernandez, Raymond
To: Roman-Amaro, Luz; Djedi, Anthony
Subject: COVID-19 Health Officer Update CSM 10/27/2022
Date: Thursday, October 27, 2022 10:38:44 AM
Attachments: SMCCCD Board Recommendation to Suspend Vaccination Policy 2.90.pdf

I’m at a Consumer Affairs Strategic Planning Board meeting today in Sacramento.  Sorry I am unable
to attend today’s CSM Health and Safety meeting.  Here is my summary:
 

Per CDC tracking website, San Mateo County COVID-19 transmission continue to trend low
(70.18 per 100,000).  We continue to maintain in the green.  There have been reports of new
variants and with the winter season around the corner, we more than likely see a trend
upward.  The SMCCCD mask mandate continues to be in effect.  As per SMCCCD policy, masks
will be required indoors should the level move to yellow and/or orange.

 
The San Mateo County Community College District Board of Trustees has suspended the
COVID-19 Vaccination Requirement policy (BP 2.90)  and no longer requires COVID-19
vaccination documentation or medical/religious exemptions for any individuals wishing to
access district facilities.  Employees, students, and the public may access district facilities
regardless of vaccination status.  Effective today, students will no longer need to provide
vaccination documentation in order to register for in-person classes or services.  Messaging
will go out from the district PIO this week.  Note that the district will continue to provide free
masks and antigen tests.  We are working on a robust education campaign to emphasize
current strategies for managing the COVID-19 environment.  The board recommendation is
attached.

 
Continued vaccination updated boosters continue to be a primary strategy for mitigating
severe disease.  The district continues to partner with the county to offer access at our
campuses:

Nov 9 – Canada College, Nov 23 – CSM  12-4 pm.  Link below provides an informational flyer
and how to register through https://myturn.ca.gov/
https://smccd.edu/return-to-campus/vaccine-info.php

 
Raymond Hernandez, MPH, RRT, NPS
SMCCCD COVID-19 Health Officer
Professor Respiratory Care, Skyline College
http://skylinecollege.edu/respiratorycare/
http://skylinecollege.edu/respiratorycarebachelors/index.php
 
San Mateo Community College District
3401 CSM Drive,
San Mateo, CA 94402 USA
hernandezr@smccd.edu
(650) 738-7969
 

mailto:hernandezr@smccd.edu
mailto:romanamarol@smccd.edu
mailto:djedia@smccd.edu
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view?list_select_state=California&data-type=CommunityLevels&list_select_county=6081&null=CommunityLevels
https://myturn.ca.gov/
https://smccd.edu/return-to-campus/vaccine-info.php
http://skylinecollege.edu/respiratorycare/
http://skylinecollege.edu/respiratorycarebachelors/index.php
mailto:hernandezr@smccd.edu



TO:                    Members of the Board of Trustees 
  
FROM:               Michael Claire, Chancellor 
  
  


RECOMMENDATION TO SUSPEND BOARD POLICY 2.90 COVID-19 VACCINATION REQUIREMENT 
  
The Board adopted Board Policy 2.90 Covid Vaccination Requirement  (BP2.90) in July 2021 and revised the policy in 
November 2021 to allow for religious exemptions for students. The District developed Administrative Procedure 
2.90.1 (AP2.90.1) to operationalize BP 2.90.  
  
The policy was originally developed to mitigate the risk of spread of COVID on our campuses and at our District. Much has 
changed regarding COVID since the policy was initially developed in July 2021. Most significantly, with the advent ever-
changing variants, vaccinations are less effective at mitigating the spread of COVID, but remain highly effective at preventing 
serious illness.  In addition, the following points are pertinent to the discussion regarding  the consideration to suspend 
Board Policy 2.90: 
  


1. Most individuals are vaccinated and/or have contracted COVID-19 thereby increasing immunity in our 
community.  


2. There is no procedural differentiation (masking & surveillance testing) between vaccinated and exemption 
(unvaccinated) students on campus. Exemption students who are unvaccinated are allowed to attend in person 
classes and services. However, per policy, unvaccinated students without an exemption are barred from 
accessing these in-person classes and services. This provides an inequity for our students.  


3. New variants continue to evolve which complicates the ability of vaccinations to prevent the spread of COVID. 
4. National and state public health guidance have moved from mandatory directives to education and guidance to 


support individual agency and responsibility. 
5. San Mateo County is a highly vaccinated community with approximately 74% of primary vaccinated over 18 


years of age receiving a first booster.  
6. Students have been negatively impacted in their ability to enroll and register for in person classes and services 


(unvaccinated, students having difficulty navigating the procedures for submitting vaccination documentation, 
completing and submitting exemption documentation, or navigating the procedures surround the vaccination 
policy).  Student data regarding vaccinated status since January 2022 is as follows: 


  
•  


• 28,902 students have registered since January 2022 (unduplicated headcount) 
• Of the 28,902 registered students, 19,572 students completed the attestation process for access to in-


person instruction and student services.  
• 9,330 either attested “not vaccinated” OR did not participate in attestation process are approved to 


only register for online instruction and virtual student services. 


  


7. Our campuses are open to the general public and it is impossible to monitor the vaccinated status all who visit 
our campuses for events and other reasons—meaning that it is likely that unvaccinated individuals are on our 
campuses every day, and they are not barred from the use of our facilities. Again, this creates an inequity for 
our unvaccinated students. 


8. The District has successfully implemented its COVID mitigation plan.  Mitigation measures  include improved 
building ventilation and assessment of classroom and work spaces, free N95 masks at all building entrances, a 
masking policy that is responsive to current community spread conditions, access to free antigen testing, and 
variety of informational resources for students and employees.  


  
Given the change in conditions since BP 2.90 was first developed, the chancellor consulted with faculty, classified, and 
administrative leaders, and Student Trustee Ta to form an ad-hoc committee.  The charge of the committee was to review 
Board Policy 2.90 for relevancy, as well as the equitable impact on all students and employees, and to recommend a course 
of action that reflects the most recent policies and thinking on COVID at a local, state, and national level. 
  



https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/





The ad-hoc committee has met and has reported the following to the chancellor: 
  
“The Ad-Hoc committee to review the District Covid-19 Vaccination Requirement, Board Policy 2.90, agreed by consensus to 
recommend the suspension of this policy.   
  
The committee’s commitment to the continuing health and safety of students and employees urges the Board of Trustees to 
commit continued resources aimed at the following:  
  


Development and implementation of a robust SMCCCD community COVID-19 education campaign to include 
emphasis of all CDC identified strategies. 
Availability of free COVID-19 antigen testing and N95 masks. 
Collaboration with SMC Department of Public Health to provide continued vaccination clinics across the district. 
Assessment and optimization of ventilation in all SMCCCD indoor spaces.” 


  
The chancellor concurs with the recommendations of  ad-hoc committee and commends the leadership of the AFT, the 
Academic Senate, the CSEA, the Classified Senates at each college, and Chancellor’s Cabinet for their rapid response in 
appointing members to the ad-hoc committee. Furthermore, the chancellor commends the ad-hoc committee for its 
thoughtful work. It was important to expedite this work because registration for the Spring 2023 semester begins in early 
November. 
  
  
RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that the Board suspend Board Policy 2.90- Covid Vaccination Requirement and the related 
Administrative Procedure 2.90.1 effective immediately. 


 







Safety Committee 

Purpose To help ensure the safety of the college’s students, faculty, staff, 

administrators, and visitors and to develop plans for major disasters 

and emergencies 

Functions 1. Promotes a safe institutional environment for staff and students 

2. Works with District staff to coordinate plans for major disasters 

3. Monitors Emergency Website 

4. Conducts monthly campus safety meetings for students, faculty, 

classified professionals, administrators, and campus community 

Recommends to Institutional Planning Committee 

Chair  and Co-Chair selection Chair is Chair and Co-Chair are selected from within committee 

Membership 1. Vice President of Administrative Services 

2. SMCCCD Director of Public Safety 

3. Public Safety Captain 

4. Director of Health Services 

5. Representative from Office of Emergency Management 

6. Facilities Operations Manager 

7. Representative from the College of San Mateo Athletic Center 

8. Two faculty at-large 

9. Two CSEA classified staff at-large 

10. Two AFSME classified staff at-large 

11. One student 

Term Limits Two years 

Staff Executive Assistant, Vice President of Administrative Services 

Quorum 50% of members plus one 

Brown Act No 

Accreditation Standards/ 

Institutional Priorities 

BP 2.28 
BP 8.13 
Accreditation Standard III.B.1 
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