
Flex Day: Putting Students First
Session 2C (January 12, 9:00 – 10:30, 14-213)

Strategies for Reducing Textbook Costs
Textbook Taskforce and CSM students

• Introductions (who is here…and why)

• Strategies for reducing textbook costs (lots that’s not new and a bit that is)

• Student feedback (a bit now and plans for more later)

• Faculty experiences







Strategies for reducing textbook costs 
(lots that’s not new and a bit that is)

• Minnesota Office of Higher Education, 2008
(2011 report also) 

• 10 Ways to Reduce Textbook Costs (SJSU Library)

• Open source stuff
• http://www.cool4ed.org/ California Open Online Library for Education (UC, CSU, CCC)
• https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/ Free textbooks “reviewed by faculty from a variety of colleges and 

universities”
• http://www.collegeopentextbooks.org/ “Over 850 titles, curated specifically for two-year colleges”

• Inclusive Access (flyer attached)

• Other options!

https://www.ohe.state.mn.us/pdf/ReducingTextbookCosts.pdf
https://www.ohe.state.mn.us/pdf/ReducingTextbookCosts2011.pdf
https://library.sjsu.edu/affordable-learning-solutions/10-ways-to-reduce-textbook-costs-0
http://www.cool4ed.org/
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/
http://www.collegeopentextbooks.org/


Student feedback
(a bit now and plans for more later)

Faculty experiences



Presented by the SMCCCD Bookstores

What is Inclusive Access?

Inclusive access is a content delivery model available for courses which REQUIRE access to online resources and/or 
homework managers. The model provides all students access to the required material on DAY 1 of the course at a 
lower cost than direct from the publisher or traditional packages in the bookstore.

How does Inclusive Access work?

In most cases, faculty must integrate their course through Canvas. Publisher representatives can assist with the 
integration, and our campus Canvas coordinator can assist with Canvas training. Once integration is complete and 
your course is set up, students will automatically have access to the content required for their course when they log in 
to Canvas and access the course. There is usually no need to enter an access code or take any further steps. (This is a 
new model, and there are a few exceptions!)

How do Students Pay for Inclusive Access?

The fee for Inclusive Access is charged to each students account on or shortly after the �rst day of classes and can be 
paid just like tuition. If a student wishes to pay for Inclusive Access in the bookstore, they also have the ability to use 
funds rceived through scholarships, EOPS, Veterans A�airs, CalWorks, Financial Aid (and lots more!).

Can Students get Printed Books?

In some cases, yes! If students participate in the Inclusive Access program, printed books may be available at a 
substantial discount. Please check the bookstore textbook department to check the availability of a “print upgrade”. In 
limited cases, printed books may also be available direct from the publisher when you access your course online.

Can students “Opt-Out”?

The Inclusive Access program is possible because of the partnership between the district bookstores and major U.S. 
publishers. The fees for the program represent the lowest price available to students, and it is in their interest to 
participate. However, participation is NOT mandatory. Students may opt out by visiting the bookstore website and 
�lling out a short opt out form. The request for opting out must be received before the add/drop date  established by 
the college for the possibility of a tuition refund. The inclusive access program o�ers the lowest possible cost for 
required resources. It is recommended that students NOT opt out. Once done, there is no way for students to re-enter 
the program.

Still Have Questions? Your local friendly Bookstore Manager can help:)

Canada
Jai Kumar

650-306-3199
kumar@smccd.edu

CSM
James Peacock
650-574-6277

peacockj@smccd.edu

Skyline
Kevin Chak

650-738-4449
chak@smccd.edu
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