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Dear CSM Campus Community, 

 

 
 
I hope summer is going well for everyone and you have been able to spend some quality time 
with family and friends. As some of you may know, I am on campus and actively engaging in the 
work of the College, meeting with the chancellor and district leadership, as well as our CSM 
executive leadership team. I have especially enjoyed meeting with faculty and classified 
professional leadership and with many community members. Later this month, I will be 
attending a summer ASCSM meeting.  
 
The reception I have received from the campus has been both supportive and inspiring. CSM’s 
culture of care, kindness, and collegiality is what I remember. Returning home is a blessing. And 
I am honored and excited to be in this role, serving all of you. Thank you for how you’ve “shown 
up” for students and your authentic collaboration during the pandemic.    
 
Allow me to honor the service of Kim Lopez, whose dedication and commitment have been 
admirable as she guided the College through this transitional period. Speaking to faculty, staff, 
and administrators, I’ve heard numerous mentions of how appreciated and valued her 
leadership has been—thank you, Kim.  
 

https://smccd.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=920d34b0-d975-491c-8d28-ad5f01593b0f


Accreditation Update 
We have recently received the outstanding news that the Accrediting Commission for 
Community and Junior Colleges (ACCJC) has reaffirmed CSM’s accreditation. I want to thank 
PRIE Dean Hilary Goodkind for her leadership as our accreditation liaison officer and the 
Distance Education Team, the ACCJC Follow-up Committee, and the DEAC Committee for all 
that they have done to ensure our continued compliance. We’ll provide more accreditation 
information at our Fall Opening Day, but until then, please read the reaffirmation letter and the 
Follow-Up Visit Report. 
 
A Historic Milestone 
Let me assure you, that I will continue the work as we move into the coming year and beyond. 
More than anything, CSM provides a liberatory education to empower all, now and for future 
generations. We are proud to have learned lessons from the past about how to serve students 
in our local community better. This is especially important as we reflect on the importance of 
CSM’s upcoming Centennial beginning March 2022. 
 
Please save the date for the Centennial Gala on Thursday, March 31, 2022. In addition, if you 
have ideas for the Centennial or would like to stay informed, please submit your information to 
our Centennial Interest Form. I look forward to your participation and engagement as we 
approach this historic milestone. 
 
Looking Forward 
A quote from Malcolm X has helped me keep my focus recently and I would like to share it with 
you: “I'm for truth, no matter who tells it. I'm for justice, no matter who it is for or against. I'm a 
human being, first and foremost, and as such I'm for whoever and whatever benefits humanity 
as a whole.”  
 
After more than a year of distance and hybrid learning, racial injustice and reckoning, we 
envision what is next: contemplations about recovery, reflections about purpose, and the 
meaning of human potential. 
 
Our Nation is heading into a new era, one filled with hope, purpose, and genuine compassion 
for our differences and varied beliefs. I believe true leadership is focused on healing; we must 
acknowledge the brutal truths of our Nation and reexamine daily how we defend and protect 
our most vulnerable brothers and sisters. 
 
I believe in CSM, we believe in CSM, and in the words of the singer and actress Andra Day, we 
look to CSM to rise up, rise unafraid, rise up, and do it a thousand times again. 
 
Our current political climate challenges us to be conscious and brave. This academic year, we 
embark on a journey together. Many of our goals and priorities remain the same, while at the 
same time we will work collectively to move our College forward as we consider new direction, 
innovation, and opportunity. I am eager to work in support of goals and priorities the College 
has established: 

https://collegeofsanmateo.edu/2019accreditation/docs/CSM_Accreditation_Letter_2021.pdf
https://collegeofsanmateo.edu/2019accreditation/docs/SanMateo_FUSVTR2021_Final.pdf
https://smccd-czqfp.formstack.com/forms/csm_centennial_rfi


• Supporting our Students’ Aspirations  

• Creating Equitable Opportunities for all of our Students  

• Committing to Progressive and Innovative Teaching and Learning  

• Building on a Culture of Participation and Communication  

• Building on a Tradition of Service to the Community  

Returning to Campus 
The safety, morale, and personal well-being of students and members of the campus 
community are my primary focus. While the recent District Town Hall provided important 
information, it may not have answered or addressed all of our questions. I realize some folks 
may be feeling a certain amount of anxiety or have questions that have yet to be addressed.  
 
I want to assure you that your CSM leadership team is working to coordinate and assimilate 
information to provide guidance and address questions and concerns in an organized way.  
 
Our next Safety Committee meeting is on Thursday, July 22, from 2:00 to 3:00 pm. The agenda 
will be made available on Tuesday, July 13. I plan to attend this meeting to both provide a more 
detailed update and hear questions and concerns. Visit the Safety Committee website to stay 
informed on upcoming meetings and agendas.  
 
Vaccination Updates 
The Board has adopted a vaccine mandate for both employees and students. We will learn 
more about how this mandate will roll out and be enforced as our Board of Trustees develops 
more specific vaccine policy in this month's board meetings. Thank you in advance for your 
continued patience as more details are finalized and shared. 
  
Whether you choose to be vaccinated or not, it is up to each of us to take measures to keep 
ourselves safe while at the workplace. I have included links to recent literature about vaccines 
at the end of this message. The safest path from a scientific viewpoint is to get a vaccine, but 
we recognize that not all will or can choose this path. Either way, we ask that you use your own 
personal judgment as to your own safety and circumstances. For example, even if you are 
vaccinated, you may still want to request an N95 respirator and face shield for the maximum 
possible protection. As always, frequent handwashing, hand sanitizing, and keeping your work 
area clean and sanitized are also critical to staying well.  
 
Meet-and-Greets 
As we begin the year, I will be scheduling regular in-person “meet-and-greet” opportunities. 
This summer, these will be virtual.  Of course, I am on campus for the remainder of the 
summer, so please feel free to stop by as you are available. Further information about meet-
and-greet opportunities will be forthcoming. Until then, I encourage you to share your 
questions, concerns, or thoughts with me at CSMPresident@smccd.edu.  
 
Thank you for all that you do. 
 

https://collegeofsanmateo.edu/emergency/safetycommittee.asp
mailto:CSMPresident@smccd.edu


 
 
 
In partnership,  
 

 
 
Jennifer Taylor-Mendoza 
 
 
 

CDC Science Brief: COVID-19 Vaccines and Vaccination 

Yale Medicine: 5 Things You Should Know About the Delta Variant (Points 2,4,5) 

Los Angeles Times: How effective are COVID-19 vaccines against the Delta variant? 

Pfizer says COVID vaccine is highly effective against Delta variant 

Moderna Says Studies Show Its Vaccine Is Effective Against The Delta Variant 

Johnson & Johnson Effectiveness Against Variants 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/science-briefs/fully-vaccinated-people.html
https://www.yalemedicine.org/news/5-things-to-know-delta-variant-covid
https://www.latimes.com/science/story/2021-07-02/how-well-do-covid-19-vaccines-cover-the-delta-variant
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/pfizer-says-covid-vaccine-highly-effective-against-delta-variant-2021-06-24/
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/06/30/1011684609/moderna-says-studies-show-its-vaccine-is-effective-against-the-delta-variant
https://www.jnj.com/positive-new-data-for-johnson-johnson-single-shot-covid-19-vaccine-on-activity-against-delta-variant-and-long-lasting-durability-of-response

