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An Epidemiological Analysis of Anti-Asian/American 
violence and Anti-Blackness



What is Epidemiology?
• Epidemiology is the study of how often diseases occur in 

different groups of people and why. Epidemiological 
information is used to plan and evaluate strategies to 
prevent illness and as a guide to the management of 
patients in whom disease has already developed.

• Like the clinical findings and pathology, the epidemiology 
of a disease is an integral part of its basic description. The 
subject has its special techniques of data collection and 
interpretation, and its necessary jargon for technical 
terms.



All findings must relate to a defined 
population

• A key feature of epidemiology is the measurement of disease 
outcomes in relation to a population at risk. The population at 
risk is the group of people, healthy or sick, who would be 
counted as cases if they had the disease being studied. For 
example, if a general practitioner were measuring how often 
patients consult him about deafness, the population at risk 
would comprise those people on his list (and perhaps also of 
his partners) who might see him about a hearing problem if 
they had one. Patients who, though still on the list, had moved 
to another area would not consult that doctor. They would 
therefore not belong to the population at risk.



Population at risk

• The importance of considering the population at risk is 
illustrated by two examples. In a study of accidents to 
patients in hospital it was noted that the largest number 
occurred among the elderly, and from this the authors 
concluded that “patients aged 60 and over are more 
prone to accidents.” Another study, based on a survey of 
hang-gliding accidents, recommended that flying should 
be banned between 11 am and 3 pm, because this was 
the time when 73% of the accidents occurred.



The symptoms 
may appear 
different 
regarding anti-
Asian/American 
violence and 
anti-Blackness; 
however, they 
stem from the 
same disease.

The two-faced, two-pronged disease of 
racialized capitalism and white supremacy 
share a symbiotic relationship that is 
mutually constitutive and mutually 
beneficial.

In contradistinction to this, racialized 
capitalism and white supremacy, share a 
parasitic relationship with BIPOC peoples in 
that they work in concert to extract surplus 
value from their host while destroying it.

Sims, J.J. (Forthcoming). Towards liberation…



Presupposition 
Number One

• The rise in Anti-Asian/American 
violence is deplorable and must be 
condemned. At the same time, we 
must understand that Anti-Asian 
violence is not new. Violence, both 
individualized and structuralized 
violence, against Asian/American 
peoples—at the hands of white 
supremacy, racialized capitalism, 
xenophobia, heteronormativity, settler 
colonialism, etc.,--is both deeply 
embedded and centuries old within 
our National context. 
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Justice or “Just-us?”

• On the one hand, this mis-defined call for justice seeks the 
state’s (and broader institutional) validation of Asian/American 
suffering by amplifying the protocols of legitimated antiblack, 
colonial, class, and gendered state violence—criminalization, 
policing, prosecution, incarceration, civil expulsion, state 
punishment. On the other hand, the presumption that the 
police, criminal justice, and electoral/legislative 
apparatuses are remotely capable of resolving and repairing 
the crisis of “anti-Asian hate” posits an “Asian exception” to the 
otherwise densely normalized forms of racial, colonial, and 
antiblack state violence that define the United States as a 
global and national project. --Prof. Dylan Rodriguez

https://nymag.com/intelligencer/article/activists-andrew-yang-anti-asian-hate-crimes.html


Presupposition 
Number Two

• The rise in Anti-Asian/American 
violence has been used to further an 
anti-Black agenda that works in the 
interest of racialized capitalism and 
white supremacy.





















Anti-Blackness





Presupposition 
Number Three

• The rise in Anti-Asian/American 
violence has also been used to drive a 
wedge between Asian/American 
peoples and Black peoples. This is how 
(racialized)capitalism works: in addition 
to demarcating human sites of surplus 
value extraction, it also pits members 
of subaltern positionalities against on 
and other in order to divide and 
conquer (i.e., to maintain hegemony).

Sims, J.J. (Forthcoming). Towards 
liberation: Antiracism and the redesign of 
college redesign. 



Is hate a useful frame?

• The misframing of anti-Asian violence has significant 
consequences, perhaps largely unintended but no less 
harmful. Not only does the exceptionalist/“hate” approach 
tend to funnel Asian/American activism, consciousness raising, 
and mobilization into militant calls for “better” and 
intensified police action, (hate crime) prosecutions, and 
surveillance, but its naming of such violence as a problem of 
hate reduces the complexity of anti-Asian violence to 
a compilation of incidents in which culpability can be affixed 
to specific individual acts [instead of identifying the root 
cause/s]. --Prof. Dylan Rodriguez

https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/nypd-to-announce-formation-of-asian-hate-crime-task-force/2572365/
https://a1w.90d.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/210312-Stop-AAPI-Hate-National-Report-.pdf


Presupposition 
Number Four

• In we want to understand and critically 
analyze the root cause/s of anti-
Asian/American violence, we cannot 
be myopic. Rather, we must situate 
anti-Asian violence within a larger 
context that accounts for 
systemic/systematic terrorization of 
BIPOC bodies by racialized capitalism 
and white supremacy. Racialized 
capitalism and white supremacy 
constitute an intertwined, interrelated 
two-pronged disease. 



What is a disease?

• A disease is a particular abnormal condition that 
negatively affects the structure or function of all or part of 
an organism, and that is not due to any immediate 
external injury. Diseases are often known to be medical 
conditions that are associated with specific signs and 
symptoms.

• Infectious diseases are disorders caused by organisms —
such as bacteria, viruses, fungi or parasites…under certain 
conditions, some organisms may cause disease.



We must address the symptoms while, 
simultaneously, fighting the chronic disease/s

• The individualization of anti-Asian violence distorts its 
institutional, cultural, and systemic dimensions while 
ignoring its complex historical relation to chattel slavery, 
antiblackness (Vargas and Jung 2021) colonialism (within 
and beyond the U.S. proper), imperial war, 
heteronormativity, white supremacist patriarchy, and 
racial capitalism (Robinson 2000). –Prof. Dylan Rodriguez

https://news.berkeley.edu/2021/03/17/berkeley-expert-in-times-of-crisis-anti-asian-violence-is-an-american-tradition/
http://bostonreview.net/race/robin-d-g-kelley-what-did-cedric-robinson-mean-racial-capitalism


Guiding 
Questions

• Who benefits from labeling 
Anti-Asian violence as 
racism?

• Is the rise in Anti-Asian 
violence attributable to 
racism?

• Is “hate” a sufficient 
analytical frame?

• Why are Black people the 
face of Anti-Asian 
violence?

• What associations are 
being forged and 
concretized by mass 
media’s coverage of Anti-
Asian violence?





The “Asian exception” and the Scramble for Legibility:
Toward an Abolitionist Approach to Anti-Asian Violence

• For example, while specific incidents of “Black on Asian” 
violence have attracted significant attention across media 
platforms and political persuasions (and play especially well to 
the antiblack scripts of conservatives and far right wingers), 
such antagonisms are not reducible to either anti-Asian animus 
among Black people or virulent antiblackness among 
Asians. The white nationalist totality, as a historical state of 
normalized, asymmetrical domestic war, encourages as it 
actively produces the material and ideological conditions of 
such violence.

--Professor Dylan Rodriguez, University of California, Riverside











--Professor Claire Jean Kim, University of California, Irvine

We must, unequivocally, stand against all 
violence against Asian/American* violence

• Here i will use “Asian/American” to refer to people who identify as “Asian 
American” as well as those who are racialized as “Asian” and reside in the 
U.S., but do not identify as “American” and often navigate migrant, 
undocumented, non-citizen, refugee, and/or criminalized positions. I do not 
conflate “Asian/American” with Pacific Islander peoples.

–Prof. Dylan Rodriguez



The model minority myth





What can solidarity and mutual aid look like?





We must speak the truth to power. To do that, 
We have to confront the chronic disease





























































The Verdict

• I just want to offer one point of clarification: in my humble opinion, this was not 
(true) justice; this was accountability. There is an important distinct between the 
two concepts. An unjust (judicial/juridical) system, like ours, is incapable of 
achieving justice; in fact, it has no real interest in doing so. It can, however, ensure 
accountability. Why? Because accountability is a term that it is familiar even 
comfortable with precisely because “accountability” is a component of our (anti-
Black) racialized capitalistic system.

• Racialized capitalism continues to commoditize Black bodies by marking them as 
disposable sites of and for surplus value extraction. Real justice is what we should 
be fighting for, because real justice holds the potential to eradicate the value 
gap--the gap that holds that white lives are valuable and Black lives are not—that 
this country along with our judicial system is predicated on. It’s crazy when millions 
of people have been led to believe that accountability is justice. They are not 
synonyms. Accountability is the bare minimum in a civil society. Anyway, we can 
celebrate this modicum of accountability, but, at the same time, we can never 
stop fighting for justice—real justice.







Action Item Status Amount

Ethnic Studies Speaker Series Approved $6000

Anti-fascism Speaker Series Approved $6000

Student Social Justice Conference Approved $8000

Full-time Staff Assistant Approved 50%

Student Emergency Grants Pending Approval



Personal Items Pantry Pending Approval

Compensation for student experts Approved $14301

6-Unit Release time Approved .02

Adjunct Personal Counselor Approved 50%

Funding for Student-led equity initiatives Approved $3750



CSM’s Action Plan

• The overarching goal of CSM’s action plan is to expand 
the Office of Equity so that there is a safe, centralized 
space for practitioners to diagnose and to support others 
as they become increasingly adroit in diagnosing (and 
treating) the root causes of educational inequity on our 
campus.
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