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TITLE 5   55063 
Minimum Requirements for the 
Associate Degree 

CURRENT CSM ASSOCIATE DEGREE 
LOCAL GE PATTERN 

SKYLINE COLLEGE CURRENT 
ASSOCIATE DEGREE LOCAL GE 
PATTERN 

CAÑADA COLLEGE CURRENT 
ASSOCIATE DEGREE LOCAL GE 
PATTERN 

60 semester units 
 
Competence in English (English 100) 
Competence in Math (Math 120) – 
the competency requirement can 
also meet GE requirements. 
 
At least 18 units in general education 
 
At least 12 semester units completed 
in residence 
 
At least 18 semester units in a major 
or area of emphasis.  A grade of C or 
“P” in all courses applied to the major 
 
GE Requirements 
A – 3 units in NATURAL SCIENCES 
B – 3 units in SOCIAL and  
      BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 
C – 3 units in HUMANITIES 
D1-3 units in ENGLISH COMPOSITION 
      (Engl 100) 
D2-3 units in COMMUNICATION and  
      ANALYTICAL THINKING (Math 120 
      or higher, oral communication,  
      logic, statistics, computer  
      languages or programming) 
E – the remaining 3 unit requirement 
      can be selected from A, B, C or D  
      or as required by a local option. 
 
Ethnic Studies will be offered in at 
least one of the areas noted above. 
 
While a course may appear in more 
than one GE area it can be used for 
only one area.  A course may be used 
to satisfy both GE and major. 

A. RESIDENCE – 12 units at CSM 
 

B. SCHOLARSHIP – 2.0 
 
C1. Math competency 
C2. English competency 
C3. Information competency 
 

D. Major – either 12 unit or 50% of 
the units applied to the major 
completed at CSM 
 

E1. 3 – 9 units 
American History and 
Institutions and CA State and 
Local Government (three 
options to E1) 

 
E2. 6 – 9 units 

E2a. English Composition 
E2b. English, Literature, Speech 
E2c. Communication and 

Analytical Thinking 
 
E3. DELETED! (this was HSCI 100) 
 
E4. 1 – 2 units of PE activity 
 
E5 ADDITIONAL GE Reqs 12 units 
E5a. Natural Science 
E5b. Social Science 
E5c. Humanities 
E5d. Career Exploration and Self 
Development 
 
GE = 22 -32 units 

1. RESIDENCE – 12 units at CSM 
2. SCHOLARSHIP – 2.0 

3a. Math competency 
3b. English competency 
3c. Information competency 

4. Major – either 12 unit or 50% 
of the units applied to the 
major completed at CSM 

5. Ethnic and Cultural Diversity 
(the course may also be applied 
to GE below) 

6. 6 units American History and 
Institutions (may be applied to 
GE area) 

7. PE activity 
8. General electives to reach 60 

unit requirement for the 
degree 

9A. 6 units required –  
3 units from A2 and  
3 units from A1 or A3 

A1 Oral Communication 
A2 Written Communication 
A3 Critical Thinking 

9B 4 units required – 
One course form B1 or B2 

Must include a lab 
B1 Physical Science 
B2 Life Science 

9C 3 units – one course fr C1 or C2 
C1 Arts 
C2 Humanities 

9D 3 units from SOCIAL SCIENCES 
9E  Students may select an  
addition 3 units from Areas 9A – 9D 
or 3 units from Lifelong Learning 
and Self Development 

GE = 20 - 29 units 

1. RESIDENCE – 12 units at CSM 
2. SCHOLARSHIP – 2.0 
3. Math competency 
4. Ethnic Studies (can also be used 

to meet GE requirement) 
5. PE activity 
6. MAJOR 
7. General Electives to reach the 60 

unit requirement for the degree 
8. General Education 
8a.  English Language 
Communication and Critical 
Thinking- 6 units required –  

3 units from A2 and  
3 units from A1 or A3 
A1 Oral Communication 
A2 Written Communication 
A3 Critical Thinking 

8b. Scientific Inquiry and 
Quantitative Reasoning –  
4 units.  One course form B1 or 
B2 and must include a lab 
B1 Physical Science 
B2 Life Science 

8c. 3 units – one course fr C1 or C2 
C1 Arts 
C2 Humanities 

8d. 3 units from SOCIAL SCIENCES 
8e. Students may select an addition 
3 units from Areas 8a – 8d or 3 units 
from Lifelong Learning and Self 
Development. 

 
 

GE = 20 - 23 
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CURRENT CSM ASSOCIATE DEGREE 
LOCAL GE PATTERN 

GE OPTION ASSOCIATE DEGREE 
LOCAL GE PATTERN – adds units 

GE OPTION ASSOCIATE DEGREE 
LOCAL GE PATTERN – adds units 

NON GE OPTION ASSOCIATES 
DEGREE LOCAL – might add units 

A. RESIDENCE – 12 units at CSM 
 
B. SCHOLARSHIP – 2.0 
C. COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 
 
C1. Math competency 
C2. English competency 
C3. Information competency 
 
D. Major – either 12 unit or 50% of 
the units applied to the major 
completed at CSM 
 
E1. 3 – 9 units 
American History and Institutions and 
CA State and Local Government 
(three options to E1) 
 
E2. 6 – 9 units 
E2a. English Composition 
E2b. English, Literature, Speech 
E2c. Communication and Analytical 
Thinking 
 
E3. DELETED! (this was HSCI 100) 
 
E5 ADDITIONAL GE Reqs 12 units 
E5a. Natural Science 
E5b. Social Science 
E5c. Humanities 
E5d. Career Exploration and Self 
Development 
 
GE = 22 -32 units 

A. RESIDENCE – 12 units at CSM 
 
B. SCHOLARSHIP – 2.0 
C. COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 
 
C1. Math competency 
C2. English competency 
C3. Information competency 
 
D. Major – either 12 unit or 50% of 
the units applied to the major 
completed at CSM 
 
E1. 3 – 9 units 
American History and Institutions and 
CA State and Local Government 
(three options to E1) 
 
E2. 6 – 9 units 
E2a. English Composition 
E2b. English, Literature, Speech 
E2c. Communication and Analytical 
Thinking 
 
E3. DELETED! (this was HSCI 100) 
 
E4. 1 – 2 units of PE activity 
 
E5 ADDITIONAL GE Reqs 12 units 
E5a. Natural Science 
E5b. Social Science 
E5c. Humanities 
E5d. Career Exploration and Self 
Development 
 
E6. Ethnic Studies – one class 
 
GE = 22 -32 units Needs updating 

A. RESIDENCE – 12 units at CSM 
 
B. SCHOLARSHIP – 2.0 
C. COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 
 
C1. Math competency 
C2. English competency 
C3. Information competency 
 
D. Major – either 12 unit or 50% of 
the units applied to the major 
completed at CSM 
 
E1. 3 – 9 units 
American History and Institutions and 
CA State and Local Government 
(three options to E1) 
 
E2. 6 – 9 units 
E2a. English Composition 
E2b. English, Literature, Speech 
E2c. Communication and Analytical 
Thinking 
 
E3. DELETED! (this was HSCI 100) 
 
E4. 1 – 2 units of PE activity 
 
E5 ADDITIONAL GE Reqs 15 units 
E5a. Natural Science 
E5b. Social Science 
E5c. Humanities 
E5d. Career Exploration and Self 
Development 
E5e. Ethnic Studies 
 
GE = 22 -32 units Needs updating 

A. RESIDENCE – 12 units at CSM 
 
B. SCHOLARSHIP – 2.0 
C. COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 
 
C1. Math competency 
C2. English competency 
C3. Information competency 
C4. Ethnic Studies – pick from list 
 
D. Major – either 12 unit or 50% of 
the units applied to the major 
completed at CSM 
 
E1. 3 – 9 units 
American History and Institutions and 
CA State and Local Government 
(three options to E1) 
 
E2. 6 – 9 units 
E2a. English Composition 
E2b. English, Literature, Speech 
E2c. Communication and Analytical 
Thinking 
 
E3. DELETED! (this was HSCI 100) 
 
E4. 1 – 2 units of PE activity 
 
E5 ADDITIONAL GE Reqs 12 units 
E5a. Natural Science 
E5b. Social Science 
E5c. Humanities 
E5d. Career Exploration and Self 
Development 
 
GE = 22 -32 units  

 


