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Area E2a — English Composition

Courses fulfilling the written composition requirement shall be designed to include both
expository and argumentative writing. Students learn to produce sophisticated, college-
level prose, as a written document, which reflects an awareness of audience and
purpose, rhetorical conventions, and sentence stylistics. [Such courses may be taught
in disciplines such as, but not limited to, English and English as a Second
Language.

Upon completion of a course satisfying the English Composition requirement, a student
will be able to demonstrate one or more of the following outcomes:

* |dentify, develop, and evaluate arguments.

e Communicate productively in a group or team situation.

e Synthesize knowledge and draw accurate conclusions from qualitative and
guantitative sources.

Notes:

Usually a prerequisite to course in Critical Thinking/English Composition

Courses should also require a substantial amount of reading of significant literature.
Literary criticism courses are typically not accepted in this area.

Explores rhetorical principles independent of the application of writing to a specific
profession.

When writing or revising courses for this area, take note of most current Guiding
Notes for General Education Course Reviewers issued from the CSU and UC
systems.
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Area E2b Communication — A new label for CSM

Courses in this area emphasize the content of communication as well as the form and should
provide an understanding of the psychological basis and the social significance of
communication, including how communication operates in various situations\.

Upon completion of a course satisfying the Communication requirement, a student will be able
to demonstrate one or more of the following outcomes:

. Identify, develop, and evaluate arguments.

. Communicate productively in a group or team situation.
. Comprehend, interpret, and analyze oral information.
Notes:

Student presentations will be made either in front of faculty or other listeners, or in online
environments, speaking their own words, not solely those written by others.

Courses in this area develop logical thought and critical evaluation of communication in areas
other than written composition.
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E2c: Analytical Thinking

Courses fulfilling analytical thinking requirement include mathematics \and\
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guantitative reasoning such as logic, statistics, computer languages and
programming, and related disciplines. ‘Critical\thinking courses include explicit
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instruction and practice in inductive and deductive reasoning and identification of
formal and informal fallacies of language and thought.

Upon completion of a course satisfying the Analytical Thinking requirement, a
student will be able to demonstrate one or more of the following outcomes:

e Solve challenging problems that require quantitative reasoning.
e Interpret graphical representations of quantitative information.

e Analyze, criticize, and advocate ideas, to reason inductively and
deductively, and to identify the assumptions upon which particular
conclusions depend.

Notes:
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