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Associated Students of College of San Mateo 

Student Senate Regular Meeting Minutes (Approved) 

Monday, April 15, 2024 

The meeting was called to order at 2:18 pm. 

ROLL CALL 
Members Present: President Enzo Ferreira; Vice President Brittany Shive; Finance Director Montse 

Morales; Vice Chair Ryan Luftman; Secretary Lianna Lim; Senators Andy Cheng, Luana 
Ferreira, Michael Llanell, Aidana Rysbekova, Antua Sosa, Eugene Teng 

Members Absent: Senators Jasper Cheng, Marlo Cowan, Ashley Phyu, Paola Tagashira 
Advisors Present: Student Life and Leadership Manager Aaron Schafer; Student Life and Leadership 

Assistant Fauzi Hamadeh; Student Life and Leadership Staff Assistant Mondana Bathai 
Others Present: Alex Guiriba, Interim Vice President of Student Services 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
Motion to approve the agenda as introduced by Senator Sosa, seconded by Senator Cheng. Hearing no objections, 
the motion was carried. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF PRIOR MEETING(S) 
Motion to approve the minutes of the April 8, 2024, meeting as introduced by Senator Llanell, seconded by Vice 
Chair Luftman. Hearing no objections, the motion was carried. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HEARING OF THE PUBLIC 
Several students, including members of the Muslim Student Association (MSA), asked the student government to 
release a non-neutral statement regarding the Israel/Palestine conflict. The students said that the statement should 
include a demand for a ceasefire and an end to the genocide taking place in Gaza. The students said that given the 
humanitarian disaster taking place in Gaza, remaining neutral or silent is being complicit with genocide.  

One of the students pointed out that student governments at several colleges and universities, including Cañada 
and Skyline, have published statements calling for a ceasefire and supporting the Palestinian people. The students 
said these groups are on the right side of history and demanded that ASCSM join them. The student said that the 
State of Israel is an oppressor in this situation.  

Another student said that being pro-Palestinian is not being antisemitic. The student said that the issue in this 
conflict is not about religion but about race, and Israel being an ethno-nationalist state. One of the students stated 
that being pro-Palestinian is being pro humanity. The students said they are advocating for ASCSM to issue a 
statement because innocent lives are at stake. The students said that 30,000 civilians have been killed since the 
start of the conflict, many of which are children. The students claimed that the terrorist group Hamas was formed 
as a response to years of oppression. 

REPORTS 
Senator Ferreria said that the 2nd Annual Drag-A-Palooza event will take place on Wednesday, April 17, at 4:30 
pm. She asked anyone available to help promote and support the event. Ms. Ferreira said that she attended the 
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Ethnic Studies film series, which focused on climate change and social justice. She said that this is an issue the 
Student Senate should discuss.  

Interim Vice President of Student Services Alex Guiriba noted that the Campus Life and Leadership Awards will 
be presented on Thursday, April 25 at 3 pm in the Bayview Dining Room. Mr. Guiriba said that the Board of 
Trustees has selected Melissa Morena, who has been serving as interim chancellor, as the district’s next 
permanent chancellor. He also said that Luis Padilla has been selected as the new director of SparkPoint. 

Student Life and Leadership Assistant Fauzi Hamadeh encouraged everyone to watch the forum recordings with 
the finalists for CSM President. The final selection should be announced soon. Mr. Hamadeh also encouraged 
members of the Senate to reach out to folks who were not elected and encourage them to remain engaged in 
student life.  

APPOINTMENTS 
President Ferreira made the following appointments:  

 Mya Kyaw to the Equity Affairs Board 
Motion to approve the appointment by Vice Chair Luftman, seconded by Senator Sosa. Hearing no 
objections, the motion was carried. 

SUICIDE PREVENTION WORKSHOP 
On behalf of the Mental Health Peer Educators (MHPEs), President Ferreira, Senator Sosa, and Haley Donoho 
presented a workshop on recognizing and addressing the signs of suicide. The presentation included information 
on how depression and suicide are stigmatized; tips to recognize when someone you know may be thinking about 
suicide; and resources for support and intervention.  

The MHPEs highlighted the availability of personal counseling through the CSM Wellness Center located in 
Building 5. They also mentioned the TimelyCare app, which offers free access to qualified therapists for students, 
and the support groups that each peer educator is running this semester. These include a group about love and 
wellness, a group about harm reduction, and a group about substance abuse. On April 24 from 11 am to 12:30 pm, 
Senator Susa will be running a workshop for first generation college students.  

FUNDING FOR MEDIA LITERACY EVENT - ADVOCACY BOARD 
Senator Cheng said that the Advocacy Board is partnering with the Rise in Revolution club to expand the media 
literacy event to two days. The first day will focus on a panel and education about the conflict in Gaza. The 
second day will be the media literacy workshop with the CSM Library. 

Motion to approve $4,000.00 from the Programs account (#5150) to support the media literacy event by Senator 
Rysbekova, seconded by Vice Chair Luftman. The motion was carried with all members present voting in favor. 

STATEMENT REGARDING CONFLICT IN GAZA 
Student Life and Leadership Manager Schaefer said that they will not be writing the statement in the meeting. 
Instead, the Senate should designate a task force to develop the wording of the statement. The draft can then be 
brought back to the Senate for consideration.  

Vice President Shive said that members of the Academic Senate and administration at Skyline College, as well as 
the Board of Trustees, received an email that was very disturbing due to a statement adopted by the Skyline 
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Academic Senate.  

Vice Chair Luftman said that there will never be a perfect statement, that whatever statement the Senate adopts 
will not fix the situation, and that people will inevitably be upset. Mr. Luftman said that the Senate’s statement 
should be based on what everyone really believes. He suggested taking a more educational and supportive stance 
would help and that going too in-depth would invite greater hostility. Mr. Luftman suggested changing the 
wording in the statement to “the ongoing events in Israel and Gaza” instead of “in the Middle East”. Vice Chair 
Luftman’s hope is that the statement will start a dialogue. Senator Rysbekova said that posting a statement shows 
representation. She suggested including a sentence making clear it clear that the statement is not intended to be 
harmful to Jewish students. 

DEBRIEF OF ASCSM EVENTS 
Senator Cheng thanked everyone for helping at Women in Leadership the event. He said that there was a lot of 
great participation, and that the food ran out. Mr. Cheng did note that Facilities set up the event in the wrong area 
of the Bayview Dining Room, but the board was able to make it work. 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 Statement on Conflict in Gaza 

FINAL ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HEARING OF THE PUBLIC 
Vice President Shive reminded the group about the Drag-A-Palooza event on Wednesday. 

Mr. Schaefer said that he would be out of the office on Friday, April 19. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn at 3:51 pm by Senator Rysbekova; seconded by Senator Cheng. Hearing no objections, the 
motion was carried.  

Submitted by, 

Lianna Lim 
ASCSM Secretary 


