
College of San Mateo Delivery Mode Course Comparison (11/8/2010) 
Distance Education vs. Traditional Mode 

Student Success Indicators: Fall 2007, Fall 2008, Fall 2009 
DISTANCE VS TRADITIONAL COLLEGE 
Part I—Summary: Enrollment and Student Outcomes 

Part II—Demographic Profile: Enrollment and Student Outcomes

DEFINITIONS AND NOTES:  
 
 
 

Overview of Data: This is a 
delivery-mode comparison of 
student success in distance mode 
courses (online courses or 
telecourses) with their traditional 
mode counterparts, if offered.   
The comparison spans Fall 
semesters only: F’07, F’08, F’ 09. 
 

Part I: Enrollment & Student 
Outcomes 
Displays summary data of total 
enrollment, numbers of sections 
offered, retention, and success. 
 

Part II: Demographic Profile 
Displays comparative 
demographic data aggregated 
with retention and success data. 
This includes totals for all Fall 
semesters combined. 
 

Enrollments: Indicates a 
duplicated headcount that is the 
sum of end-of-term enrollments. 
 

Retention %: The percentage of 
enrollments with a grade of A, B, 
C, D, F, P, NP, I, at end-of-term. 
(Only excludes W’s.) 
 

Success %: Also known as 
“successful course completion.” 
The percentage of enrollments 
with a grade of A, B, C, P at end-
of-term.” 
 

(*) Indicates no distance course 
offered and no comparison 
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 Fall 2007 Fall 2008 Fall 2009 Total  
 Distance Traditional Distance Traditional Distance Traditional Distance Traditional 
# Sections 74 155 75 179 69 140 218 474 
#Enrollments 1557 4829 1817 5712 2038 5323 5412 15864 
% Success 52.5 63 55.2 62.9 56.2 62.9 54.8 63 
% Retention 71.2 83.3 73.4 81.9 78.1 84.1 74.5 83.1 
         

Age             
19 or less 763  14.6 6841 43.9 392 564  51.4  73.9 4090 5695  59.8  83.2 
20-24 1601  30.7 5479 35.2 749 1141  46.8  71.3 3393 4493  61.9  82.0 
25-29 835  16.0 1138 7.3 457 617  54.7  73.9 772 945  67.8  83.0 
30-34 557  10.7 559 3.6 328 414  58.9  74.3 418 472  74.8  84.4 
35-39 427   8.2 353 2.3 266 328  62.3  76.8 262 294  74.2  83.3 
40-49 589  11.3 552 3.5 377 467  64.0  79.3 400 469  72.5  85.0 
50+ 383   7.3 343 2.2 253 303  66.1  79.1 261 295  76.1  86.0 
Unrecorded 63   1.2 320 2.1 39 55  61.9  87.3 215 281  67.2  87.8 

Total 5218 100 15585 100 2861 3889 54.8 74.5 9811 12944 63 83.1 

 Distance Traditional Distance Traditional 
Demographic  
Variable Count % Count % Success Retention 

% 
Success 

% 
Retention Success Retention 

% 
Success 

% 
Retention 

             
Ethnicity             

Asian 912  17.5 2438 15.6 531 673  58.2  73.8 1787 2078  73.3  85.2 
Black 207   4.0 549 3.5 77 156  37.2  75.4 259 442  47.2  80.5 
Filipino 374   7.2 1346 8.6 171 242  45.7  64.7 794 1099  59.0  81.6 
Hispanic 870  16.7 3130 20.1 441 643  50.7  73.9 1671 2484  53.4  79.4 
Native Am 42   0.8 91 0.6 24 32  57.1  76.2 45 72  49.5  79.1 
Pac Islander 120   2.3 496 3.2 52 80  43.3  66.7 267 406  53.8  81.9 
White 1949  37.4 5278 33.9 1125 1484  57.7  76.1 3533 4452  66.9  84.4 
Other 732  14.0 2207 14.2 434 569  59.3  77.7 1426 1866  64.6  84.5 
Unrecorded 12   0.2 50 0.3 6 10  50.0  83.3 29 45  58.0  90.0 

Total 5218 100 15585 100 2861 3889 54.8 74.5 9811 12944 63 83.1 
             
Gender             

Female 3080  59.0 7425 47.6 1739 2337  56.5  75.9 4788 6204  64.5  83.6 
Male 1949  37.4 7558 48.5 1006 1397  51.6  71.7 4616 6220  61.1  82.3 
Unrecorded 189   3.6 602 3.9 116 155  61.4  82.0 407 520  67.6  86.4 

Total 5218 100 15585 100 2861 3889 54.8 74.5 9811 12944 63 83.1 



College of San Mateo Delivery Mode Course Comparison (11/8/2010) 
Distance Education vs. Traditional Mode 

Student Success Indicators: Fall 2007, Fall 2008, Fall 2009 
ONLINE VS TRADITIONAL COLLEGE 
Part I—Summary: Enrollment and Student Outcomes 

Part II—Demographic Profile: Enrollment and Student Outcomes

DEFINITIONS AND NOTES:  
 
 
 

Overview of Data: This is a 
delivery-mode comparison of 
student success in distance mode 
courses (online courses or 
telecourses) with their traditional 
mode counterparts, if offered.   
The comparison spans Fall 
semesters only: F’07, F’08, F’ 09. 
 

Part I: Enrollment & Student 
Outcomes 
Displays summary data of total 
enrollment, numbers of sections 
offered, retention, and success. 
 

Part II: Demographic Profile 
Displays comparative 
demographic data aggregated 
with retention and success data. 
This includes totals for all Fall 
semesters combined. 
 

Enrollments: Indicates a 
duplicated headcount that is the 
sum of end-of-term enrollments. 
 

Retention %: The percentage of 
enrollments with a grade of A, B, 
C, D, F, P, NP, I, at end-of-term. 
(Only excludes W’s.) 
 

Success %: Also known as 
“successful course completion.” 
The percentage of enrollments 
with a grade of A, B, C, P at end-
of-term.” 
 

(*) Indicates no distance course 
offered and no comparison 
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 Fall 2007 Fall 2008 Fall 2009 Total  
 Distance Traditional Distance Traditional Distance Traditional Distance Traditional 
# Sections 45 105 47 134 45 93 137 332 
#Enrollments 897 2964 1157 3842 1317 3125 3371 9931 
% Success 49.2 65 57.3 64.2 56.5 64 54.8 64.4 
% Retention 67.3 82.6 73.4 80.4 77.9 81.3 73.5 81.4 
         

Age             
19 or less 455  14.1 3911 40.2 228 330  50.1  72.5 2403 3185  61.4  81.4 
20-24 988  30.6 3473 35.7 452 688  45.7  69.6 2178 2774  62.7  79.9 
25-29 504  15.6 766 7.9 276 367  54.8  72.8 519 624  67.8  81.5 
30-34 366  11.3 414 4.3 220 274  60.1  74.9 312 344  75.4  83.1 
35-39 260   8.0 259 2.7 160 192  61.5  73.8 192 214  74.1  82.6 
40-49 364  11.3 419 4.3 236 284  64.8  78.0 302 354  72.1  84.5 
50+ 257   8.0 273 2.8 175 207  68.1  80.5 210 236  76.9  86.4 
Unrecorded 36   1.1 209 2.1 24 33  66.7  91.7 143 180  68.4  86.1 

Total 3230 100 9724 100 1771 2375 54.8 73.5 6259 7911 64.4 81.4 

 Distance Traditional Distance Traditional 
Demographic  
Variable Count % Count % Success Retention 

% 
Success 

% 
Retention Success Retention 

% 
Success 

% 
Retention 

             
Ethnicity             

Asian 702  21.7 1643 16.9 412 521  58.7  74.2 1220 1386  74.3  84.4 
Black 89   2.8 332 3.4 31 59  34.8  66.3 157 259  47.3  78.0 
Filipino 207   6.4 814 8.4 87 127  42.0  61.4 497 642  61.1  78.9 
Hispanic 464  14.4 1962 20.2 219 329  47.2  70.9 1092 1520  55.7  77.5 
Native Am 22   0.7 58 0.6 14 18  63.6  81.8 29 45  50.0  77.6 
Pac Islander 76   2.4 316 3.2 32 53  42.1  69.7 176 254  55.7  80.4 
White 1186  36.7 3208 33 688 892  58.0  75.2 2179 2649  67.9  82.6 
Other 482  14.9 1365 14 287 374  59.5  77.6 891 1133  65.3  83.0 
Unrecorded 2   0.1 26 0.3 1 2  50.0 100.0 18 23  69.2  88.5 

Total 3230 100 9724 100 1771 2375 54.8 73.5 6259 7911 64.4 81.4 
             
Gender             

Female 1845  57.1 4570 47 1030 1378  55.8  74.7 3052 3765  66.8  82.4 
Male 1263  39.1 4770 49.1 664 896  52.6  70.9 2939 3819  61.6  80.1 
Unrecorded 122   3.8 384 3.9 77 101  63.1  82.8 268 327  69.8  85.2 

Total 3230 100 9724 100 1771 2375 54.8 73.5 6259 7911 64.4 81.4 



College of San Mateo Delivery Mode Course Comparison (11/8/2010) 
Distance Education vs. Traditional Mode 

Student Success Indicators: Fall 2007, Fall 2008, Fall 2009 
TELECOURSE VS TRADITIONAL COLLEGE 
Part I—Summary: Enrollment and Student Outcomes 

Part II—Demographic Profile: Enrollment and Student Outcomes 

DEFINITIONS AND NOTES:  
 
 
 

Overview of Data: This is a 
delivery-mode comparison of 
student success in distance mode 
courses (online courses or 
telecourses) with their traditional 
mode counterparts, if offered.   
The comparison spans Fall 
semesters only: F’07, F’08, F’ 09. 
 

Part I: Enrollment & Student 
Outcomes 
Displays summary data of total 
enrollment, numbers of sections 
offered, retention, and success. 
 

Part II: Demographic Profile 
Displays comparative 
demographic data aggregated 
with retention and success data. 
This includes totals for all Fall 
semesters combined. 
 

Enrollments: Indicates a 
duplicated headcount that is the 
sum of end-of-term enrollments. 
 

Retention %: The percentage of 
enrollments with a grade of A, B, 
C, D, F, P, NP, I, at end-of-term. 
(Only excludes W’s.) 
 

Success %: Also known as 
“successful course completion.” 
The percentage of enrollments 
with a grade of A, B, C, P at end-
of-term.” 
 

(*) Indicates no distance course 
offered and no comparison 
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 Fall 2007 Fall 2008 Fall 2009 Total  
 Distance Traditional Distance Traditional Distance Traditional Distance Traditional 
# Sections 29 50 28 45 24 47 81 142 
#Enrollments 660 1865 660 1870 721 2198 2041 5933 
% Success 57 60 51.8 60.3 55.7 61.3 54.8 60.6 
% Retention 76.5 84.5 73.3 84.8 78.4 87.9 76.2 85.9 
         

Age             
19 or less 308  15.5 2930 50 164 234  53.2  76.0 1687 2510  57.6  85.7 
20-24 613  30.8 2006 34.2 297 453  48.5  73.9 1215 1719  60.6  85.7 
25-29 331  16.6 372 6.3 181 250  54.7  75.5 253 321  68.0  86.3 
30-34 191   9.6 145 2.5 108 140  56.5  73.3 106 128  73.1  88.3 
35-39 167   8.4 94 1.6 106 136  63.5  81.4 70 80  74.5  85.1 
40-49 225  11.3 133 2.3 141 183  62.7  81.3 98 115  73.7  86.5 
50+ 126   6.3 70 1.2 78 96  61.9  76.2 51 59  72.9  84.3 
Unrecorded 27   1.4 111 1.9 15 22  55.6  81.5 72 101  64.9  91.0 

Total 1988 100 5861 100 1090 1514 54.8 76.2 3552 5033 60.6 85.9 

 Distance Traditional Distance Traditional 
Demographic  
Variable Count % Count % Success Retention 

% 
Success 

% 
Retention Success Retention 

% 
Success 

% 
Retention 

             
Ethnicity             

Asian 210  10.6 795 13.6 119 152  56.7  72.4 567 692  71.3  87.0 
Black 118   5.9 217 3.7 46 97  39.0  82.2 102 183  47.0  84.3 
Filipino 167   8.4 532 9.1 84 115  50.3  68.9 297 457  55.8  85.9 
Hispanic 406  20.4 1168 19.9 222 314  54.7  77.3 579 964  49.6  82.5 
Native Am 20   1.0 33 0.6 10 14  50.0  70.0 16 27  48.5  81.8 
Pac Islander 44   2.2 180 3.1 20 27  45.5  61.4 91 152  50.6  84.4 
White 763  38.4 2070 35.3 437 592  57.3  77.6 1354 1803  65.4  87.1 
Other 250  12.6 842 14.4 147 195  58.8  78.0 535 733  63.5  87.1 
Unrecorded 10   0.5 24 0.4 5 8  50.0  80.0 11 22  45.8  91.7 

Total 1988 100 5861 100 1090 1514 54.8 76.2 3552 5033 60.6 85.9 
             
Gender             

Female 1235  62.1 2855 48.7 709 959  57.4  77.7 1736 2439  60.8  85.4 
Male 686  34.5 2788 47.6 342 501  49.9  73.0 1677 2401  60.2  86.1 
Unrecorded 67   3.4 218 3.7 39 54  58.2  80.6 139 193  63.8  88.5 

Total 1988 100 5861 100 1090 1514 54.8 76.2 3552 5033 60.6 85.9 


