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INTRODUCTION
In 1993, the California Community Colleges Board of
Governors adopted new Title 5 regulations regarding
the establishment of course prerequisites. According to
Title 5, a college may establish prerequisites only after
documenting that an enrollment limitation is “necessary
and appropriate” for student success.  California
Community Colleges are required to demonstrate that:
[1] the prerequisite represents a set of skills or a body
of knowledge that a student must possess prior to
enrollment; and [2] without which a student is highly
unlikely to succeed in a course or program.

The Nursing Program at the College of San Mateo has
established a core of required courses and an overall
minimum grade-point average of 2.5 as a condition of
admission. The prerequisite courses include: elemen-
tary algebra, college level English composition,  chem-
istry with laboratory, anatomy, physiology, microbiol-

CSM NURSING PROGRAM PREREQUISITES
CONTRIBUTE TO STUDENT SUCCESS

ogy, general psychology, child development, speech,
interpersonal communication, and sociology.  In order
for students to be adequately prepared for nursing
education, CSM Nursing Department faculty believe
students should successfully complete these subjects
prior to admission.  These core prerequisites are
designed to prepare students to successfully complete
the CSM Nursing curriculum.

The following report summarizes the results from
several validation studies of CSM Nursing Program
prerequisites.

METHODOLOGY
A study design was developed to obtain validation
information regarding Nursing Program admission
prerequisites--from the point of view of students.

* Index computed by multiplying the number of persons choosing a given code by the weight assigned to that
code [i.e., 1 = absolutely no contribution; 2 = insignificant contribution; 3 = moderate contribution; 4 = major
contribution].  The sum of these products is divided by the total number of students responding. A score of "4.00"
would indicate that 100% of students selected "4" [major contribution].

Table 1
VALIDATING NURSING PROGRAM PREREQUISITES:

Degree of Contribution to Student Success

PREREQUISITE INDEX OF CONTRIBUTION*
Elementary Algebra 3.63
Minimum GPA of 2.5 3.61
English Composition 3.58
Interpersonal Communication 3.45
Child Development 3.43
Speech 3.40
Chemistry with Laboratory 3.11
Introductory Sociology 3.05
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During the Fall 1994 and Spring 1995 semesters, self-
administered questionnaires were distributed in class to
currently enrolled Nursing students.  In addition, self-
administered questionnaires were mailed to CSM
Nursing Program alumni during the Fall 1995 semester.
Respondents were instructed to honestly evaluate
admission prerequisites with the assurance that their
answers were strictly confidential. A total of 101
surveys were completed and returned for analysis.

FINDINGS
The questionnaire asked both current and former
students about specific Nursing Program prerequisites.
Using a four-point scale, respondents rated each
prerequisite's degree of contribution to their academic
success. Because anatomy, physiology, microbiology,
and general psychology coursework is required by
baccalaureate Nursing programs at the California State
University, they are exempt from Title 5 prerequisite
validation standards. Accordingly, rating measurement
for these courses was not included in the survey design.

Table 1 summarizes student responses.  To facilitate
understanding the relative significance of program
prerequisites, student responses are ranked in terms of
an “index of contribution.” As indicated in Table 1, all
prerequisites have an index rating greater than 3.00 (i.e.
moderate to major contribution). Additionally, the

percentage of students designating program prerequisites
as a “moderate” or “major” contributor to their aca-
demic success is shown in Figure 1.

CONCLUSION
From the point of view of both current and former
students, CSM Nursing Program prerequisites make
significant contributions to student success. Study
results also reveal a close correlation between the
prerequisite selection criteria and student opinion
regarding the utility of prerequisites. Research findings
are supportive of the educational rationale for Nursing
Program admission criteria. More important, the body
of knowledge, skills, and concepts embodied in the
Nursing Program prerequisites are valuable and legiti-
mate criteria necessary for student success.

* Percent of respondents choosing a code of 3 = moderate contribution or 4 = major contribution.

Figure 1
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