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Guidelines for the Surgical Observation Experience

Each student will be assigned to observe in surgery during this course.  In order to ensure patient safety and maintenance of surgical asepsis in the operating room, students need to prepare for the experience using the following guidelines.  These guidelines may vary slightly with the different agencies.  Be sure to check with your clinical instructor if you have any questions.

1. Complete the assigned reading for the perioperative nursing class.

2. View the assigned audiovisual media prior to your experience.
3. Attend the N235 lab on scrubbing, gowning, and gloving.

4. Review the objectives for the perioperative game project.  

5. Consult with your clinical instructor as to the expectations of the surgical staff at your assigned clinical agency.

6. Plan to choose a surgery the day before your experience with the agreement of the surgery staff in order to prepare thoroughly for the observation.  Animated videos and information are available at http://www.surgery.com/ 
7. During your observational time in the surgical areas, plan to ask questions of the staff at appropriate times.

8. Complete the perioperative project with your peers and present it to the group at a designated post conference.

9. Utilize the internet as one of your resources for research.

10. Enjoy your perioperative experience!

NOTE:  All students attending clinicals during the PM shift will need to make arrangements with clinical instructor to complete the surgical observation in the morning.
Objectives for the Perioperative Experience

Upon completion of the N235 lab, completing the assigned reading, and observation in the perioperative area, the student will be able to:

1. Utilize the nursing process to plan care for the perioperative patient.

2. List priority areas to be included in the instruction of a preoperative patient.

3. Describe the roles of nurses and other members of the operating room team.

4. Identify types of anesthesia and rationales for use in a variety of surgeries.

5. State priority postoperative interventions for selected patients.

6. Describe changes in physiological status which occur as patients recover from anesthesia.  

7. Utilize the internet for your research for the perioperative game.

8. Create and play a perioperative game with your clinical group.

THE PERIOPERATIVE GAME PROJECT
Leaders:
Students in groups of three (3)

Participants:
Clinical group in a post-conference setting

Date due:
By arrangement with clinical instructor

Topic:

A patient whose surgery was observed by one of the students in the group

Point value:
5 points total (3 out of 5 points to pass)

DIRECTIONS:

· Create a game based on the patient and surgery observed by one of the students in the group.
· Lead the students in the playing of the game in a post-conference setting.

· Use the perioperative objectives to guide the content of the game.

· Be creative and include content that will assist all students to achieve understanding of how to care for a perioperative patient.

	Grading Criteria
	Point Value
	Grade

	Uses appropriate content in the game, including, but not limited to:
· Patient age, gender, disease/injury/history
· Preoperative care – preoperative diagnosis, consents, medications, teaching, RN role
· Intraoperative care - anesthesia/adjunct medications, surgical procedure, any complications, surgical team roles, circulating RN role
· Postoperative care – postoperative diagnosis, RN role, nursing process, discharge procedure, 
	     1
	

	Uses a game with clear directions.  Identifies each students’ role in creating the game, i.e. board, questions, design, data collection, etc.
	1
	

	Demonstrates creativity in the game format.
	2
	

	Provides references, including at least one internet source.
	0.5
	

	Demonstrates leadership by involving all members of the group in the game.
	0.5
	


NOTE:  This assignment is a pass/no pass assignment.  Your instructor will use this rubric as a framework to determine if all the criteria have been met for this assignment.  No points will be awarded toward your theory grade.  
3

