College of San Mateo

N232 – Medical/Surgical Nursing


COURSE INFORMATION AND POLICIES

1. Academic Grading Scale
	Letter Grade
	Percentage

Range

	A
	100 - 92

	B
	 91 - 83

	C
	 82 – 75

	D
	74 – 66 


In order to achieve a passing grade in N232, a student must achieve a minimum of 75% of the total points on the three examinations (exam 1, exam 2, and the final exam = 75% of 245 = 183.75 points). If this criterion is met, the assignments/projects will be averaged in to determine the overall final grade for N232. If the student has not achieved an average of 75% on the three examinations, the student cannot progress in the nursing program and must repeat N232.
A final overall grade of 75% or higher and a satisfactory clinical grade (pass) are required to pass this course and to advance to N241. 
Please see the Dismissal Policy and Procedure in the CSM 2011 – 2012 Nursing Student Handbook.  A copy can be accessed electronically on the CSM Nursing webpage under Resources.   
2. Theory Grading

	Examinations
	Point Value

	· Exam 1
	60

	· Exam 2
	75

	· Final exam
	110

	Total examination points
	245

	Assignments/Projects
	

	· Physical assessment
	10

	· Pharmacology test (on-line exam)
	17

	Total assignment/project points
	27

	Required Completion – Pass/No Pass
	

	· Peri-operative project/game
	Pass

	· Teaching presentation
	Pass

	· ATI tutorials & practice tests
	Pass

	· Medication dosage calculation exam
(minimum percentage to pass = 90%)
	Pass

	TOTAL POINTS
	272


3. Recommendations for success

a. Develop a study plan to complete the required readings from the Study Guide prior to each lecture.
b. Access the resources available online that accompany your textbook through the Evolve Learning System at evolve.elsevier.com.  See the inside of your textbook for access key and further details.  A tutorial is available on the Evolve website if needed.  
c. Take notes while completing the required readings.
d. Organize your notes and bring to class to add additional information to your notes.

e. Complete practice test questions provided on the Evolve website, the ATI website or in an NCLEX-RN review book of your choice.

4. Attendance
a. Excessive absences may place the student in jeopardy of not passing the course.  In all circumstances the student is responsible for the information covered during the absence.  For specific guidelines, students should refer to the Attendance Policy in the CSM 2011 – 2012 Nursing Student Handbook.
5. Classroom Etiquette 

a. Cell phones must be silenced during class. Cell phones must be placed into personal belongings during tests. 

b. Students are expected to complete all reading prior to class. Some objectives will not be covered in lecture, but must be met by independent study and reading. 

6. Clinical
a. Clinical Evaluation:
1. Clinical performance is rated on the basis of “Pass” and “No Pass”.  The CSM Clinical Evaluation Tool will be used as the primary grading rubric.  All core objectives identified with double asterisks (**) must be successfully achieved/maintained in order to pass the clinical rotation.  Clinical objectives identified with a single asterisk (*) must be achieved/maintained 96% of the time in order to pass the clinical rotation.  Any student who receives a “No Pass” as a final grade cannot progress to the next course.  For further information regarding Clinical Evaluation see the CSM 2011 – 2012 Nursing Student Handbook.
b. Clinical Absence/Make-up Policy:

1. Students must make every effort to attend clinical on scheduled days.  In the event of an emergency or illness that requires the student to be absent, the student is responsible for following the Clinical Make-up Guidelines AND the Clinical Instructor specific directions.  Students should clarify this procedure with the Clinical Instructor during the first day of orientation to the facility.  For further information refer to the Clinical Make-Up policy in the CSM 2011 – 2012 Nursing Student Handbook.
c. Pre-Clinical Skills Day:
1. Every student will participate in the pre-clinical skills day and the simulation competency experience as part of the clinical experience.
d. Physical Assessment Assignment:
1. The physical assessment assignment is to be completed in the clinical setting under the observation and guidance of the clinical instructor.  The student is responsible for scheduling this assignment with the clinical instructor.  The grading rubric for this assignment indicates a total of 100 points.  This correlates on a 1% basis with the theory points available (10 points) for this assignment in the total theory score (example: 98% = 9.8 points).
7. Examinations
a. Students are encouraged to review the NCLEX-RN test plan provided by the NCSBN at https://www.ncsbn.org/2010_NCLEX_RN_Detailed_Test_Plan_Candidate.pdf 
The examinations for N232 will follow the guidelines set forth by the NCSBN for Nurse Educators in order to prepare you, the candidate, for the NCLEX-RN exam.

b. The student must notify the theory instructor before any exam is going to be missed and the test must be made up within one week of the test date.  
c. The medication dosage calculation test must be passed with 90% accuracy before medications may be administered in the clinical area. If the student does not achieve 90% by the 3rd Math test, the student will not be able to progress within the course and must exit the program.

8. Assignments
a. The physical assessment assignment, peri-operative project/game and the teaching presentation are to be completed in the clinical setting and turned in to your Clinical Instructor.  Failure to complete the written assignments or receiving “0” points will result in a “No Pass” in the clinical criteria and the course. 
b. If assignments are late, it will be reflected as a “No Pass” in the evaluation tool on the criterion. Papers that are submitted late will have one point per day deducted if they have a point value. If extenuating circumstances exists, please contact the instructor as early as possible to make arrangements.
c. Spell checking and proofing is mandatory since 1 point will be deducted for every 8 misspellings, grammar, and punctuation errors. 
d. Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  All sources of information should be properly referenced, both in-text and in the reference list, according to the American Psychological Association (APA) guidelines. For further information/clarification please refer to the CSM College Policy on Guidelines Addressing Cheating and Plagiarism at http://collegeofsanmateo.edu/collegepolicies/cheatingandplagiarism.asp  and/or the sections regarding Academic Ethical, and Legal Responsibilities, and Academic Integrity in the CSM 2011 – 2012 Nursing Student Handbook.
e. Every paper or project is to have a face sheet and adhere to APA guidelines.  For further information on APA guidelines student should complete the tutorial at www.apastyle.org.  Additional assistance is available in the CSM Writing Center located in Building 18, Room 104.  Further information is available at www.collegeofsanmateo.edu/writing/ 
f. Documentation for clinical patient-care assignments, including but not limited to the patient care worksheet, physical assessment form, medication cards, and nursing plan of care, must be submitted to your clinical instructor and do not require APA format.  However, please note, your rationales must contain proper APA citations.  
9. Disability Policy Statement

a. If you have a documented disability and need accommodations for this class, please contact your instructor as soon as possible or contact the Disabled Students Programs & Services (DSPS). The DSPS office is located in Building 10, Room 120R. (650) 574-6438. TTY (650) 574-6230.  For further information please see the Policy Statement and Guidelines for Students with Learning Disabilities in the CSM 2011 – 2012 Nursing Student Handbook. 
10. To Be Arranged
a. The location of hours to be arranged (formerly hours by arrangement) will be at the clinical site.  Students should follow the Clinical instructor’s directions, as well as adhere to the facilities policies and procedures, for obtaining the clinical assignment and patient information.  
11. N808 – Open Lab Course

a. All students must register and participate in the required number of hours.
b. Documentation of attendance via the SARS system is the student’s responsibility.
c. For information regarding the Attendance policy in the CSM 2011 – 2012 Nursing Student Handbook.
12. Office Hours/Instructor Communication 
a. Office hours for the Theory Instructor, Tracy D. Pennington, MS RN, are posted both online and on the door (Office #369).  
b. The preferred method of contact is email through the course site in WebACCESS (Moodle).  
c. Prior or post access to the course website in Moodle, college email is preferred:  penningtont@smccd.edu 

d. Office phone number:  650-574-6236
e. Voice mail:  650-378-7300 ext 19473
Recommended Resources (these are NOT required):
California State Board of Registered Nursing --  http://www.rn.ca.gov/

American Nurses Association -- http://nursingworld.org/

American Psychological Association - Learning APA style -- http://www.apastyle.org/

An NCLEX-RN review book of the students choosing.  Some recommendations are:

1.
Irwin, B.J., & Burckhardt, J.A. (2011). Kaplan NCLEX-RN 2011-2011 edition:  


     Strategies, practice, and review.  New York, NY: Kaplan.


     ISBN: 9781607148777 

2.
Nugent, P.M., Green, J.S., & Pelikan, P.K. (2010).  Mosby’s review questions 


     for the NCLEX-RN examination (7th ed.). St. Louis, MO: Mosby/Elsevier.


     ISBN: 032307443X

3.
Silvestri, L.A. (2011).  Saunder’s comprehensive review for the NCLEX-RN 

                 examination (5th ed.). St. Louis, MO: Saunders/Elsevier.


     ISBN: 9781437708257
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