
About College of San Mateo

College of San Mateo is located at the northern corridor of Silicon Valley and 
situated on a beautiful 153-acre site in the San Mateo hills that provides a pan-
oramic view of San Francisco Bay. Since 1922, CSM has been a gateway to high-
er education leading to university transfer, career preparation and advance-
ment, and professional and personal development. 

The College currently serves approximately 10,000 day, evening and weekend 
students per semester. CSM students reflect the diversity of the Bay Area and 
have a range of educational goals. To best serve our students, the curriculum 
offers a wealth of programs that include traditional, semester-length and 
short courses in addition to distance education.

Students can experience a vibrant campus life to complement classroom 
learning that includes leadership development, student government, student 
clubs, and educational and cultural activities. CSM is proud of its champion-
ship intercollegiate athletic teams which compete at the highest community 
college level. Many student-athletes receive scholarships and continue to 
four-year institutions and numerous CSM athletes have gone on to profes-
sional careers.

To ensure student success, CSM offers a comprehensive selection of academic 
support services. Resources include financial aid and scholarships, counsel-
ing, transfer services, tutoring, employment assistance, health services and 
child care, among many others. 

For more information about the college, visit collegeofsanmateo.edu/explorecsm. 
Guided campus tours can be scheduled through collegeofsanmateo.edu/tours.

College of San Mateo is accredited by the Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior Colleges 
of the Western Association of Schools and Colleges, (10 Commercial Boulevard, Suite 204, Novato, CA 
94949, 415-506-0234), an institutional accrediting body recognized by the Council for Higher Educa-
tion Accreditation and the U.S. Department of Education.

It is a pleasure to introduce you to the spring 
semester at College of San Mateo. This schedule 
represents a wealth of knowledge accessible to you 
in nearly any field you can imagine. Each semester, 
nearly 10,000 students from all over the Bay Area 
pursue their passions and advance their careers 
at CSM. In this schedule you will find courses in 
computer programming, electronics technology, 
real estate, nursing, astronomy and just about any 
other subject you can think of. 

At a time when the cost of education is rising 
ever higher, community colleges like CSM are 
providing a high quality and affordable way to get 

your degree or prepare for a career. Our cover story talks about the financial 
challenges that students face and the many ways CSM helps them get access to 
college, pay for it, and get through. Scholarships like the Promise Scholarship, 
the KASP Program and the Karl S. Pister Leadership Opportunity Award allow 
students to focus on their studies without worrying about money. Last year we 
awarded scholarships to 637 students worth a total of $550,000. Plus, programs 
like Extended Opportunity Programs and Services (EOPS) and Cooperative 
Agencies Resources for Education (CARE) offer students tutoring, priority 
registration, assistance with buying books, and much more. We want to make 
sure that once we have helped a student pay for college, that student can learn 
and thrive. 

Message from the President
Speaking of thriving, we are also excited to tell you about Stephen McReynolds, 
a veteran of the US Marines who fought in Afghanistan and came to CSM after 
his service. At CSM he worked hard, got involved and obtained admission to 
Stanford University. I spoke with Stephen last week, and he is very excited to 
be starting his first year of classes at Stanford this fall. Stephen says he wasn’t 
much of a student in high school, but thanks to the GI Bill and CSM’s excellent 
Veteran student support resources, he was able to achieve excellence as a 
student and transfer to one of the top universities in the country. Each year 
I am proud to see students like Stephen surpass their own expectations and 
reach goals they had never thought possible. 

Also in this schedule, we profile three students who found different ways 
to pay for college through scholarships at CSM. The key is to fill out the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), which is how we determine a 
student’s financial need and identify sources of funding that we can use to 
help. I encourage all students to fill out a FAFSA each year—you never know 
what opportunities it will open for you. Few realize how many ways there are 
to pay for college. To see the hundreds of scholarships available at CSM, visit 
collegeofsanmateo.edu/scholarships. 

For 95 years, CSM has provided a place for students to learn, discover, develop 
and thrive. It is always our pleasure to serve this community. Enjoy exploring 
our spring class lineup, and I will look forward to seeing you on campus.

Michael Claire, CSM President

Community Members: Are there topics or features you’d like 
to see in upcoming schedules? Please provide your suggestions 
and/or feedback to csmpr@smccd.edu. Thank you.

Pre-registration 
Activities

Placement Testing, College Orientation, Counseling—see How to Apply and 
Enroll on page 5

Wednesday, Nov. 1 – 
Monday, Nov. 6

WebSMART priority registration for Spring 2018 by appointment—
continuing day and evening students. Additional information about specific 
group priority registration can be found by visiting collegeofsanmateo.edu/
importantdates.

Tuesday, Nov. 7 – 
Monday, January 15, 2018

WebSMART registration for Spring 2018 by appointment—new and former 
students—including  continuing students

Tuesday, Nov. 14 New and continuing concurrent enrollment students

Thursday, January 4  
at midnight

IMPORTANT! Deadline to pay student fees. If fees are not paid by this 
date, ALL of your classes will be automatically dropped.

Friday, January 5 – 
Monday, January 15

Students will be dropped from unpaid classes at midnight the day 
following their registration for non-payment of outstanding fees. Visit 
collegeofsanmateo.edu/fees for more information.

Thursday, January 11 – 
Friday, January 12

Flex Days 

Saturday, January 13 – 
Sunday, January 14

Declared Recess

Monday, January 15 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (Holiday)

Tuesday, January 16 Day and evening classes begin

Monday, January 29 Last day to add semester-long courses using authorization codes on 
WebSMART.

Monday, January 29 Last day to drop semester-long classes with eligibility for fee credit or 
partial refund. For short courses, eligibility for credit or refund is within 
the first 10% of class meetings. For exact deadline date, check course in 
WebSMART: collegeofsanmateo.edu/websmart.

Wednesday, January 31 Parking permit requirement begins. Citations will be issued for students 
parking without a valid permit.

Sunday, February 4 Last day to drop semester-long classes without appearing on the student’s 
record. Short courses officially dropped within the first 30% of class 
meetings will not appear on the student’s record. For exact deadline date, 
check course in WebSMART: collegeofsanmateo.edu/websmart.

Sunday, February 4 Last day to declare Pass/No Pass option for semester-long classes. For short 
courses, the deadline is within the first 30% of the class meetings. For 
exact deadline date, check course in WebSMART: collegeofsanmateo.edu/
websmart.

Friday, February 16 Lincoln’s Birthday Observed (Holiday)

Saturday, February 17 – 
Sunday, February 18

Declared Recess

Monday, February 19 Presidents’ Day (Holiday)

Friday, March 2 Last day to apply for Spring 2018 associate degree or program certificate

Thursday, March 8 Flex Day —No Classes

Sunday, March 25 – 
Saturday, March 31

Spring Recess

Thursday, April 26 Last day to officially withdraw from a semester-long class with assurance 
of a “W” grade. For short courses the withdrawal deadline is at 75% of 
class meetings. For exact deadline date, check course in WebSMART: 
collegeofsanmateo.edu/websmart.

Saturday, May 19 – 
Friday, May 25

Final Examinations for day and evening classes

Friday, May 25 Day and evening classes end

Saturday, May 26 – 
Sunday, May 27

Declared Recess

Monday, May 28 Memorial Day (Holiday)

Tuesday, June 5 Spring 2018 official grades available on WebSMART.

Spring 2018 Important Dates
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