
About College of San Mateo

College of San Mateo is located at the northern corridor of Silicon Valley and 
situated on a beautiful 153-acre site in the San Mateo hills that provides a pan-
oramic view of San Francisco Bay. Since 1922, CSM has been a gateway to high-
er education leading to university transfer, career preparation and advance-
ment, and professional and personal development. 

The College currently serves approximately 10,000 day, evening and weekend 
students per semester. CSM students reflect the diversity of the Bay Area and 
have a range of educational goals. To best serve our students, the curriculum 
offers a wealth of programs that include traditional, semester-length and 
short courses in addition to distance education.

Students can experience a vibrant campus life to complement classroom 
learning that includes leadership development, student government, student 
clubs, and educational and cultural activities. CSM is proud of its champion-
ship intercollegiate athletic teams which compete at the highest community 
college level. Many student-athletes receive scholarships and continue to 
four-year institutions and numerous CSM athletes have gone on to profes-
sional careers.

To ensure student success, CSM offers a comprehensive selection of academic 
support services. Resources include financial aid and scholarships, counsel-
ing, transfer services, tutoring, employment assistance, health services and 
child care, among many others. 

For more information about the college, visit collegeofsanmateo.edu/explorecsm. 
Guided campus tours can be scheduled through .

College of San Mateo is accredited by the Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior 
Colleges of the Western Association of Schools and Colleges, (10 Commercial Boulevard, Suite 
204, Novato, CA 94949, 415-506-0234), an institutional accrediting body recognized by the 
Council for Higher Education Accreditation and the U.S. Department of Education.

Part of the magic of community colleges is that they
are open to everyone. Whether it’s an honors student 
who wants to save a little money before transferring
to a university, or a working parent who wants to 
move up in their job, CSM draws students from every 
imaginable circumstance. 

Many CSM students, though, face some sort of
disadvantage or didn’t have all the opportunities 
they would have liked. Many students need financial
assistance, especially with the astronomical cost of 
living in the Bay Area. Nearly all college students
need a mentor—a professor or a staff member who 

sees their potential and can guide them along the way.

This is where CSM truly excels. We have a knack for identifying the student who
needs a boost, we find the right resources for that student, and we stick around
and make sure they get through their educational goals. It’s something you won’t
find in most four-year colleges and universities. But at CSM, it’s what we live for.

This Fall 2019 Schedule of Classes looks at the many ways we identify and support 
students who can use a boost. Our cover story looks at how we are actively seeking 
out under-represented students (Latinos, first-generation college students, and 
many others) to pursue studies and careers in the STEM fields (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math). California is in need of a well-trained workforce in the 
coming decades, and we especially need to bring more people of color into the
STEM professions. Two of our grant-funded STEM support programs—METaS and 

Message from the President
MESA—have combined forces to offer an impressive array of services designed to
attract and support students in the STEM fields.

Our page one story on CSM custodian Carlos Ruiz is inspirational and makes me 
so proud to lead this college. Carlos was cleaning a classroom one night when 
professor Michelle Mullane stopped him to ask why he wasn’t  enrolled in college 
classes. She and other faculty members mentored Carlos, who went on to earn an
associate degree in ethnic studies at CSM. He transferred to San Francisco State,
where he will receive a bachelor’s in urban studies this year. That is the kind of
transformation that happens every day at CSM, thanks to the dedication of our
faculty and the hard work and perseverance of our students.

We also look at two important programs that give support in other ways to CSM
students. EOPS (Extended Opportunity Programs & Services) works with students 
from disadvantaged backgrounds to get them resources like scholarships, free 
textbooks, access to tutoring and mentoring. Many of our graduates say they 
would not have made it without EOPS. Our learning communities bring in 
students of similar backgrounds—Latino, African American, Pacific Islander—
and gives them a close community that helps support them through school. 

This is a truly remarkable college. Just about anyone who needs some help will 
find it here. I am grateful to the faculty and staff members who help our students 
succeed, and we are all grateful to this community for supporting our work.

Have a great fall. 

Michael Claire, CSM President 

Fall 2019 Important Dates
Pre-registration Matriculation Activities: College Orientation, English and Math 

Assessment, Counseling—see How to Apply and Enroll on page 5

Wednesday, May 1 – 
Monday, May 6

WebSMART priority registration for Summer and Fall 2019 by 
appointment—continuing day and evening students. Additional 
information about specific group priority registration can be found by 
visiting collegeofsanmateo.edu/importantdates.

Wednesday, May 8 WebSMART registration for Fall 2019 by appointment—new and 
returning students

Tuesday, May 14 Continuing and new concurrent enrollment students

Monday, August 12 – 
Tuesday, August 13

Flex Days 

Wednesday,  August 14 Day and evening classes begin

Tuesday, August 27 Last day to add semester-long courses using authorization codes on 
WebSMART.

Tuesday, August 27 Last day to drop semester-long classes with eligibility for fee credit or 
partial refund. For short courses, eligibility for credit or refund is within 
the first 10% of class meetings. For exact deadline date, check course in 
WebSMART: collegeofsanmateo.edu/websmart.

Wednesday,  August 28 Parking permit requirement begins. Citations will be issued for students 
parking without a valid permit.

Saturday, August 31 – 
Sunday, September 1

Declared Recess

Monday, September 2 Holiday – Labor Day

Monday, September 2 Last day to declare Pass/No Pass option for semester-long  classes  with 
this option. For short courses, the deadline is within the first 20% of the 
class meetings. For exact deadline date, check course in WebSMART: 
collegeofsanmateo.edu/websmart.

Monday, September 2 Last day to drop semester-long classes without appearing on the 
student’s record. Short courses officially dropped within the first 20% 
of class meetings will not appear on the student’s record. For exact 
deadline date, check course in WebSMART: collegeofsanmateo.edu/
websmart.

Friday, October 4 Last day to apply for Fall 2019 associate degree or program certificate.

Wednesday, October 9 Flex Day – No classes

Saturday, November 9 – 
Sunday, November 10

Declared Recess

Monday, November 11 Holiday – Veterans Day

Wednesday, November 13 Last day to withdraw officially from a semester-long class with 
assurance of a “W” grade. For short courses the withdrawal deadline 
is at 75% of class meetings. For exact deadline date, check course in 
WebSMART: collegeofsanmateo.edu/websmart.

Thursday, November 28 Holiday - Thanksgiving

Friday, November 29 – 
Sunday, December 1 

Declared Recess

Tuesday, December 10 – 
Monday, December 16

Final Examinations for day and evening classes

Monday, December 16 Day and evening classes end

Tuesday, December 24 Fall 2019 official grades available on WebSMART

Tuesday, December 24, 
2019 – Wednesday,  
January 1, 2020

Winter Recess

Monday, January 13, 2020 Spring 2020 Semester begins

College of San Mateo is committed to equal opportunity regardless of age, gender, marital status, disability, 
race, color, sexual orientation, religion, national origin or other similar factors, for admission to the College, 
enrollment in classes, student services, financial aid and employment in accordance with the provisions of Title 
VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972 (45CRF 86), Section 504, Reha-
bilitation Act of 1973 (P.L. 93-112), and the Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990.
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