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Moodle: Course grade weighted by category 

In many courses, the teacher may want to assign different elements of performance 
(such as daily work and tests) to defined percentages in determining a course grade.  

Moodle calls this Aggregation method of computing course grades Weighted mean 
of grades because the course grade is computed by weights that the teacher assigns 
to categories (or items).  

Note:  

 Once your gradebook is setup, you can put activities into categories when you 
create or edit the activity (like an assignment or quiz).  

 You can also change item categories from the Categories and items view of 
the gradebook.  

 You can keep an item from being factored into the course grade by not placing it 
in a weighted category  

 Category weights do not have to add to 100. If you have two categories with 
weights of 1 and 2, the second is given twice as much value in computing the 
course grade.  

1. From the view menu in the gradebook, select "Categories and items".  
2. Next to the name of your course change the Aggregation to Weighted mean 

of grades.  

 

3. From the same "Categories and items" view, click the button "Add category" 

.  

http://docs.moodle.org/20/en/File:Add_category_button.gif
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So for example let’s say 

homework is going to be 

40% of the total grade 

keep Aggregation type as 

"Simple weighted mean of 

grades” 

save 

changes 

Back in this 

screen I 

want to 

change the 

weight of 

this 

category to 

40.00 and 

save 

changes  
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Once the categories are set up you can start adding grade items to each category 

 

 

So my course is 

set up as 

Weighted mean 

of grades 

In this screen 

I have added 

two categories 

and given 

each a 

different 

weight  

For example, 

here I am 

adding a grade 

item called 

homework 1 to 

the Homework 

category 

And this is how 

it appears 


