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   Immunization Information
The following is information regarding the required immunizations necessary to be in the dental assisting program at the College of San Mateo.  These immunizations and forms are required to be submitted to the instructor by a date that will be given in class.  Please do not delay in getting these forms completed.  It can take a number of weeks before a student can be seen by their health care provider.  If you do not have a health care provider, these immunizations are available at the Campus Health Center located in Bldg. 1, extension 6396 or (650) 574-6396 if calling from off-campus.

1.  Hepatitis B and Seasonal/H1N1 Flu Vaccines
The CSM Dental Assisting Department, in accordance with OSHA, requires all students to obtain the Hepatitis B Vaccine (HBV).  The vaccination is given in three doses over a span of 6 months.  Verification of the start of the series is required before being allowed to enter a clinical facility and/or work on patients.  Proof of completion is due in the second semester. Seasonal and H1N1 flu vaccines are another requirement of the program.  These vaccines are usually available beginning in October of each year.  Proof of vaccination will be required by the end of November each Fall semester.  The instructors will provide verification forms and due dates.
2.  Dental Health Form
The student is required to have this form signed off by a dentist to allow for a set of dental radiographs (x-rays) to be taken on them and allows them to be a patient during the Coronal Polish course.  The student also must have a dental exam.  
3.  Malpractice Insurance
As a dental assisting student at CSM, you are covered automatically by the San Mateo County Community College District’s coverage.  There is no separate fee required at this time.  Once you have registered and paid for your courses you are covered under the District. This is important when performing clinical rotations at UOP Dental School and during clinical internships with the Dental Assisting Program.
4.  CPR Requirement
All dental professionals must be certified in Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR).  The CPR course needs to be “Health Care Provider CPR”.  All dental assisting students are required to meet this standard.  If you have already taken the above listed CPR course, you must provide proof via a photocopy of your card and certification must not expire prior to June.  If you have not taken a CPR course and need to fulfill this requirement we can schedule a group CPR training in the beginning of the Fall semester with your new classmates. We can discuss details once class meets on the first day. You are also free to take a CPR course on your own.  They generally cost approximately $60.00 and offered thru such agencies as the American Heart Association, local fire departments or the San Mateo County Dental Society.

5.  Important Reminder
Photocopy everything!  It is important to keep track of documents such as these being discussed.  A dental office that wishes to hire a graduate of this program will ask for all of this same information.  
