
 
 

COLLEGE OF SAN MATEO   

College Council Meeting Summary 
   
College Council meetings are open to all members of the campus community 

  
Meeting of March  7, 2007 

 
 
Members Present: Linda Avelar, Jeremy Ball, Michael Barkoff,  Mike Claire , Alain Cousin, 
Tom Diskin,  Jennifer Hughes,  Matt Kaidor,  Daniel Keller, Bev Madden, Annette Perot, Harry 
Simms, Grace Sonner 
 
Members Absent: Diana Bennett, Lilly Cappelli, Fauzi Hamadeh, Chris Knox- Davies  
 
Review of the Agenda 
No changes were made. 
 
Review of the Summary of December 6, 2006 
No changes were made. 
 
Accreditation Update 
Sandra  Comerford explained that the co-chairs were reviewing the third drafts of the 
reports which will be returned to the standard chairs for final changes. The final draft 
will be posted on the accreditation website during the last two weeks of April. The 
final report will be printed during the summer and posted on the website and 
available in the library.  The team visit has been scheduled for October 22-25. The 
spring 2007 accreditation newsletter was recently distributed to all employees.  
 
Budget Update 
Virgil Stanford gave an overview of the governor’s proposed budget which includes a 
larger percent of Prop 98 funds for community colleges which, unfortunately, doesn’t 
translated into additional funding; a 2% increase for enrollment growth which is not 
available to our district and a COLA of 4.09% which may decrease in May. CSM will 
face a projected $2.3 million shortfall next year and needs to grow to offset this 
deficit. The Budget Subcommittee is working on this issue. He also discussed the 
district’s unfunded liability for retiree benefits and explained that the district is 
exploring ways to deal with the problem.   
 
Child Care Positions 
Louise Piper presented a proposal with three options that has been supported by the 
Budget Subcommittee for converting two classified, short-term, hourly positions to 
two classified, permanent, 10-month positions. She presented solid rational for the 
proposal and indicated that Option 1 was preferred: 1 Full time teacher position and 
one full-time permanent associate teacher representing an additional cost of $22,440  
By consensus, Council recommended Option 1. 
  



Update on Smoking Survey 
John Sewart reviewed the survey process and summarized the findings for each of 
the populations. He reported that 1,326 students and 155 faculty and staff responded 
to the survey. The next step is for the representatives of the four constituency groups 
to share the information and discuss options with their colleagues. Each group was 
asked to be prepared to discuss a recommendation at the April 18 meeting that is 
both fair and reasonable and creates an environment that is considerate of all.  
 
Instructional Program Review Report 
Grace Sonner presented a summary report of the annual program reviews that were 
undertaken by 65 instructional programs for 06-07.  She plans to include a budget 
link and additional section on “actions taken place”  by the end of the semester. She 
will also give a copy to the facilities department to communicate facilities needs 
documented in this report. The Senate and others were commended for their hard 
work in developing the instrument and supporting the annual process. 
 
Strategic Planning Committee Report 
Linda reported that the committee reviewed the program review summary report to 
identify themes that could guide the development of next year’s action steps. It also 
reviewed the board’s goals to make sure the college’s objectives are aligned with 
them. Mike discussed the need for the committee to review relevant data and 
indicated that a research agenda would soon be developed. He also explained that to 
address enrollment, the college would be developing a strategic marketing plan. 
Finally the committee began work drafting action steps. This work will continue at a 
meeting on 3/9. 
 
University Center 
Harry Simms provided a description of the University Center at Canada College, 
including the degrees and majors that are offered. He suggested if CSM were to offer 
a similar program, it could boost enrollment. Council discussed the pros and cons of 
developing center; the need for facilities would be the most significant barrier. 
Council thanked Harry for the research he did on the topic. 
 
Announcements: 
** Get Linked will be held on 3/14 
** The Peninsula Symphony holds two concerts this weekend: at SAMPAC and Flint 
Center, DeAnza College. Masterworks also has concerts at Trinity church in San 
Carlos. 
**Faculty involved in E-Portfolios have had conversations with Congresswoman 
Boxer’s office regarding an appropriation to fund the initiative. 
 **Approximately 250 people attended the Planetarium ribbon cutting ceremony last 
month. 
** A high school summit meeting is scheduled for 3/16 to focus on actions we can 
undertake between now and fall to increase enrollment. 


