
Spanish
Career Development Center

Career Opportunities:

In addition to providing skills in understanding, speaking, reading, and writing Spanish, the major provides a greater understanding of Spanish culture and civilization and prepares students for greater international and domestic career opportunities. Given the multi-national nature of the business world today, fluency in a foreign language, such as Spanish, increases an individual’s marketability and value in the areas of banking, consular and junior foreign service, education, import/export business, international business, international relations, medicine, nursing, overseas employment, police work, social security, translating/interpreting services, and social services.
Typical Job Titles:

Bilingual Aide






Border Patrol Officer
Buyer







Court Interpreter

Counselor






Customs Agent/Inspector

Foreign Exchange Clerk




Foreign Student Advisor

Interpreter






Journalist

Museum Curator





Physician

Scientific Linguist





Tour Guide

Places of Employment:

University/Colleges




Private/Professional Organizations

Federal, State, and Local Governments

Medical Organizations

Media Organizations




Travel Organizations
Salary Information: Entry Level Technical Writer 

(Source -- www.salary.com) 
$37,533 (25th %ile)  

$41,968 (50th %ile)

$46,391 (75th %ile)
 Educational Planning:  Four Options

Associate in Arts Degree; Certificate of Completion; Departmental Certification; Transfer Program

Excerpts from 2005-2006 CSM Catalog:
(If you began this program of study during a previous catalog year, please see a CSM counselor for a list of the required courses needed to complete your program of study.) 

1. Associate in Arts Degree:  Total of 18 units with a grade of C or higher (see below) + General Education courses and other requirements*

Major Requirements: completion of 18 units of Spanish language courses (excluding the 800 series).

With Language Arts Division approval, ANTH 110 may be accepted as part of the 18 units.

2. Certificate of Completion*

Students can earn Certificates of Completion by earning Credit or a grade of C or higher in twelve (12) units of coursework at College of San Mateo in that language.

At least five (5) of the units must come from the transfer classroom sequence (110, 111, 112, 120, 121, 131, 211, 212, 251, etc.)

The other units may come from a telecourse sequence (115, 116, 117, etc.) and/or a conversational sequence (801, 802, 803, etc.) However classes taught in English, such as literature in translation, do not qualify.

3. Departmental Certification

Students who feel written proof of their proficiency in Spanish would be beneficial to their careers may apply for Departmental Certification after they have completed SPAN 140 and a minimum of two additional units and have passed the department tests on aural comprehensive and speaking fluency.

4. Transfer Program:  For Lower division major course requirements, consult the catalog of the intended transfer school and/or Assist.org. 

Also, consult the Transfer Planning and Major Preparation Recommendations sections of the CSM catalog. 
*For the most accurate educational requirements, students should consult the current CSM catalog.
Students should meet with a CSM Counselor once a semester to update their Student Education Plan and to ensure that they are on-track to meet educational goals in a timely manner. (Bldg. 5, Room 128, 574-6400)

For further career counseling assistance in the selection of a major contact:   College of San Mateo, Career Development Center,1700 Hillsdale Blvd. (T1), San Mateo, CA 94402, (650) 574-6571. www.collegeofsanmateo.edu/career .
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