
Liberal Studies
Career Development Center

Career Opportunities:

A Liberal Studies major provides students with a broad liberal arts and science education that blends the traditional subjects in the humanities, natural sciences, and social sciences. Many employers and professional schools give preference to graduates who possess the richly diversified education this major provides.
A Liberal Studies degree makes an individual extremely marketable. Many employers view Liberal Studies majors as having a wide variety of knowledge and skills, and as being among those who are quickest to adjust to change and opportunities. The Liberal Studies major is the main avenue of preparation for those desiring to become elementary school teachers. This major is also appropriate as preparation for various professions and graduate programs such as business, counseling, law, librarianship, medicine, and social work. 
Typical Job Titles:

Editor







Educator

Freelance Writer





Journalist

Market Researcher





Personnel Officer

Social Scientist






Travel Agent

Places of Employment:

Private and Professional Organizations


Medical Organizations
Libraries







College/Universities

Federal, State, and Local Governments


Travel Organizations

Salary Information: Elementary School Teacher 

(Source -- www.salary.com) 
$39,877 (25th %ile)  

$49,909 (50th %ile)

$72,265 (75th %ile)
 Educational Planning:  Two Options

Associate in Arts Degree; Transfer Program

Excerpts from 2009-2010 CSM Catalog:

(If you began this program of study during a previous catalog year, please see a CSM counselor for a list of the required courses needed to complete your program of study.) 

1. Associate in Arts Degree:  Completion of one of the following options with a grade of C or higher (see below) + General Education courses and other requirements*

Option 1:
Major Requirements: eighteen units selected from courses satisfying the A.A./A.S. Degree requirements for Natural Science, Social Science, and Humanities with at least 3 units in each area. Total: 18 semester units.

Option 2:

Major Requirements: fulfillment of Areas A-E of the California State University General Education requirements or completion of Areas 1-5 of the California State University Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum (CSU-IGETC) requirements.

Note: Completion of the major requirements under Option 2 will automatically fulfill the Math/Quantitative Reasoning and English competency requirements, and the requirements of two sections under General Education: (2) Language and Rationality and (5) Additional Requirements. The remaining General Education requirements which must be fulfilled are: (1) American History and Institutions and California State and Local Government, (3) Health Science and (4) Physical Education.
Option 3:

Major Requirements: fulfillment of Areas 1-5 of the University of California Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum (UC-IGETC) requirements.

Note: Completion of the major requirements under Option 3 will automatically fulfill the Math/Quantitative Reasoning and English competency requirements and the requirements of one section under General Education: (5) Additional Requirements. The remaining General Education requirements which must be fulfilled are: (1) American History and Institutions and California State and Local Government, (2) Language and rationality, (3) Health Science, and (4) Physical Education.
2. Transfer Program:  For Lower division major course requirements, consult the catalog of the intended transfer school and/or Assist.org. 

Also, consult the Transfer Planning and Major Preparation Recommendations sections of the CSM catalog. 

*For the most accurate educational requirements, students should consult the current CSM catalog.

Students should meet with a CSM Counselor once a semester to update their Student Education Plan and to ensure that they are on-track to meet educational goals in a timely manner. (Bldg. 5, Room 128, 574-6400)

For further career counseling assistance in the selection of a major contact:   College of San Mateo, Career Development Center,1700 Hillsdale Blvd. (T1), San Mateo, CA 94402, (650) 574-6571. www.collegeofsanmateo.edu/career. 
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