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Film

American Cinema (telecourse)

Department:

Course Title:

Total Semester Hours:

Length of Course
Semester-long
(] short course (Number of weeks____ )
[C] Open entry/Open exit

Lecture: 48 Lab:

Number: 110
Units: 3
Homework: 96 By Arrangement:
Grading
[] Letter
(1 Pass/No Pass

X Grade Option (letter or Pass/No Pass)

1. Prerequisite (Attach Enrollment Limitation Validation Form.)
none.
2. Corequisite (Attach Enrollment Limitation Validation Form.)
none.
3. Recommended Preparation (Attach Enrollment Validation Form.)
none.
4, Catalog Description (Include prerequisites/corequisites/recommended preparation.)

Familiarizes students with the history of American cinema, focusing on the studio system, the
star system, genres, and directors. Develops film vocabulary and critical viewing skills.

5. Class Schedule Description (Include prerequisites/corequisites/recommended preparation.)

Same as above.

6. Student Learning Outcomes (Identify 1-6 expected learner outcomes using active verbs.)

Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to:
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identify major directors of American cinema

identify major genres of American cinema

articulate the relationship between American culture and American cinema
demonstrate familiarity with basic film form techniques of American cinema

Course Objectives (Identify specific teaching objectives detailing course content and activities.
For some courses, the course objectives will be the same as the student learning outcomes. If
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10.

11.

this is the case, please simply indicate this in this section).

Same as above.

Course Content (Brief but complete topical outline of the course that includes major subject
areas [1-2 pages]. Should reflect all course objectives listed above. In addition, you may attach
a sample course syllabus with a timeline.)

This course is designed to introduce students to the study of American cinema. The course is an
analytical examination of American film industry. Students are introduced to American cinema as
an art form and a powerful industry. Furthermore, the course examines how American films work
as vehicles of communication from aesthetic, cultural, technical, and historical perspectives.
The course also looks at cinema from an international perspective in order to understand
American cinema as a cultural phenomenon.

Representative Instructional Methods (Describe instructor-initiated teaching strategies that
will assist students in meeting course objectives. Include examples of out-of-class assignments,
required reading and writing assignments, and methods for teaching critical thinking skills.)

If hours by arrangement are required by this course, indicate the additional instructional
activity which will be provided during this time.

This is a distance learning telecourse. Students watch ten one-hour television programs
broadcast on KCSM. On campus review sessions incorporate lectures, screenings, discussion.
There are also assigned readings anc screenings to be done by students outside of class.

Representative Methods of Evaluation (Describe measurement of student progress toward
course objectives. Courses with required writing component and/or problem-solving emphasis
must reflect critical thinking component. If skills class, then applied skills.)

Evaluation is based on a midterm and final examination, as well as various study guide writing
assignments throughout the course of the semester.

Representative Text Materials (With few exceptions, texts need to be current. Include
publication dates.)

American Cinema/American Culture, 3rd Edition, John Belton, McGraw-Hill, 2008
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